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FOREWORD
B

Dir. Alberto Treiyer, distinguizhed biblical scholar flusnt in thres languases and collage/univerzity profezzor, ha: done
us all a favor by -C\::nmi-":|J£~:|JJ.=r in thiz volume hiz larger book entitled APOCALYPIE: Seals and Triumpers. This laper
ook iz zaterated with critical hiztorical seferencas that support hiz understanding of Fevelation's seals and trempats.
Frankly, I found this eardisr book a remarkable presentation of how to interprat these biblical issue: —so fair to the biblical
temt and 20 corroboratad by the extenzive hiztorical sacond.
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But now, thiz condanzation iz exactly what iz neadad when many have not the time to davote to a thorourh analysiz of
what the trumpsts, especially, mean today. What could be mose impostant than reading what John the Fevelator =aid
would b the most impodtant isswes in our tima?

EERE, T2 N EFTHETFETHESATES, TEESFZESEPNEN, TRREZ TEEX
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The “trempstz™ in Fevalation have bean intarpratad differently through the years, dapending on one’s presuppositions
exarding how to understand the biblical tewt. Althoush the hiztorical smphasiz has bean the primary tool of Protestants
zinge the Reformation, other school:s of interpretation have arizen such a: the pretarizts (that what we call prophecy had
glraady baan fulfillad) and the futurists {that pick and chooss a= to what iz vat to be fulfillad).

FER, “BREFH “LES T FRILAMNES, ZRET A\ DN=E8E1. SR ELR,
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Dir. Treivar choosas to accapt the historicist principla, that propheciaz sslating to the zasls sm.d munpau ara hiztosical
avant: that can be adaguately substantiated in well-tecognized historical wods. Thiz method requires that the interprater
be wall-varzad, not only with the biblical languaga: but alao in the fiald of church history.

EXBTEESRTLE I LEN, FEXEONESHNHESERDSENS. TUELINEEREFE
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Tha readar will find that tha author combins: biblical insight and histosical Imowledge with an evangalical farvor that
makes thess pages challenging to one s heart 2 wall 2= one’s head,
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"Thiz iz poezibly the most carefil study dons on the zesl: and the trumpsts in ecent times. . Dr. Alberto B Treiyer has
demonstrated that the intsrpratar of Favelation can combine axagatical insight and hiztorical Imowladge in the sxposition
of the meszare of that book. He has carefully ewamined recent hiztorical studies and found evidemce for the historical
fulfillmsnt of the sncodad maeszama of the saal: and the trompats" [About my former book on the trompats].
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o July 2008, I was inerviswed by SABN [Theee Angels Broad-casting MNetwodk] regarding my book The Seals and the

I Trumpers: Biblical and Historical Studes. As a result of that interview, I was invitad to be one of the spadksrs fora

theological symposinm on the Trompats at the headquarters of SABN in February 2011. At that time Pastor Joa
" Brien (on= of the pastoral =taff leadsrs of 3AEN), atkad me about the poesibility of summsnizing my wodk into 2 small book.
To acoomplizh thi=] had to rely on mostof the vast documentation I had gatharad and publizshed in the former book. Howavar, I
decided to undertsks the task becanse | kmew zuch a summsry would allow me to offer new arrument: and touch on other
important points of the prophecy I had not yet fully davalopad. Therefora, thiz new wodk, The Mizrery of the dpocabptic
Trumpers Unranveled, should not be zeon simply a: 3 summary of my former wodk, but al2o a: a complementasry domment. In
=0Mme wayE, it can slso ba 52 a5 3 more dafinite answer 1o 20Mme guestions wsually raizad today concarning this topdc.
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Paztor (FErien’s poguest was mads bacanze a careful study of the prophecies of Revalation was the main reazon he convertad
from Catholicizm to Adventizm Furthamoss, he mada the obearvation that many paopla are confirzad when reading the zaction
shout the trempats. Thiz lad him to investizate the subject mose carsfully. In reading my first book on the trompats, he realized
that the trompsats were judements of God exaouted throughout the canturiss, in preparation for the finsl outpouring of the last
zaven plases. Since the wordd would not pay attention to the former judements that God allowad to fall upon Fome, and would
Eather amain intoe 4 universal empire in reballion assinet the Creator of this planst, God would be justified bafose the universs to
giva hatan': kingdom it final blow.

R R MRS I TR EE - THNAE RN A R TR RKAGHENEEE
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5o where doss the problem berin for many when it comes to understanding the prophecie: of the trumpets? The history of
intarpestation theoushout the canturiss doe: not leave room for doubt. The content of thesa prophecis: bocame vampe and
ambigpous, and itz descriptions spirituslizad, the moment Floms was no longer ssam as the target of the trempats for oppeeszing
Hiz papple during the Christian era

i, SEENLSHEHEEN, T NEIREFEFTEFHET N EE UEN R EERILE LA
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When did Fome ceaze to ba considersd woathy of the divine judements? When Constantine, the first Fomsn emperor,
nominslly converted to Chriztianity {(which lad toa dacreasza in the persacution of Christisns), and moge dafinitivaly when the
bizhop of Fome cams iniy power as the sheolute head of state during the sixth century. It 20on bacame clear, however, that the
despotic and oppressive charactsr of the popes was aven wors2 than that of the Caszars. Thersfire, all the medisval movemsnts
that opposad the tyranny of Foms undar the power of her sonversipn pontiffs could once agsin easily 2ea Fome a: dasarving the
punizhments of God fior her crimes.

AHFSAEEV ARAREEREF AMNNRT SELTETER, E— L2 L DIEEERYN (5
FEEEEESEL ) AFEEY ERUEE SFExHEFESFREFTE Ll 8. AR
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HRMF SERMEH N T xR 2EHES, R ARRETIF SERAFTEZLFHEN .

The conseneus Protestants shared in the interpratation of the apocalyphic trempsts (a2 printine out divine punishments upon
Foome during har differant stames of exiztenca) iz vary appaaling. However, things bagan to changs when the papacy received a
daath blow during the Franch Fevelution, towand the end of the sightesnth cantury {222 Fov 13:3-4) From that point forward,
Fome could no lonsar ewert the despotic "suthosity™ that charactsrized har pries stames. Even todsy, the civil or zacolar
authoritiss prevent har from doing that. Thus, Protestants bagan to look for other candidatss that could fulfill the prophecias,
=nd Foome ceased toba zeem a: the principal tarpst of the trompats. As a result, thay eventually bersn adopting the po=terizt and
firturizt principlas of interpeatation of Favalation. Theza methods had previously baon introduced by two Catholic interpastars
during the Feformation s in order to prevant peopls fiom zssing Floms as dessrving of the divine wrath

FZFHARERRE TFEETH (RLFLERFEASANEMEAHEETD FFEAFRE
EEEEI N 8. SFSUEFZANEMREES T\ EETREIEATEN, EHEET
ik (ELEFFE1LR 34) . JEME, FEREMAREREEL TENENSTOTH W IEE
4F, REEIEESRAECRIET. B SUAETRFHEYINTEAEEREL FER
BRlASEHAMOEIEER. 88, BN TREEFRENE CRHENERE LHEARRET
FHEN. EFERETRHNEN HaMuR TSI NI AN, BHNEATHEANEESSR
ZHANF CHFHEEH AR

The only significant judements that f5]] upon Foome in Christian hizstory had to do, swoosssively, with the Barbarian
imwvasions that put an end to her paran/imperisl foom, and with the huslim invasions that undermined the appstate Christian
Empire Inown a= the Holy Fooman Empire. The Protestants of the Fefoomation ara were catesorical in recognizing thasza
invading kinpdoms a=z divine judement: agsinst Fome during hor two phases, the pasan and the papal imperialism.
Prptestantizm was a liboration movemsant assinst the imparializtic papal abeolutizm Should it surprizans to 220 thiz movemsant,
fiom time totime, join forces with the secular liberation that appesred zoon thersafter in order to weaken the authority of their
COMMON OPPIassiva anamy?

EERH LT LHHT SRAEEN AR IARE-FEAAAE (ZEFEER T RS /FE
R, LESERAR (EEAFRETWENEFNFEANEL )\ FOKEFOFE . TN
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FEEEN: RS GTEN, RIAEIRES?

Today, the Fioman pope is tiying to recover fiom the deadly wound inflicted to his political aspirations by the sacular
authoritias. Ha iz succeading in convincing Protestants to unie with him in such afforts. Part of hiz corent succass iz the fact
that Protestants have put aside the prophetic view of their forefathers. In addition, Protestants are losing spiriteal power and,
consaquantly, are fElling in the :amse temptation of esodting to the secular suthorities to impose some of their dopmas,

! Pope Benedict XV recognized this fact jest befone becoming pope when be said that, from the Catholic perspective, the Christian Charch has
been confined o a ghetio for overtmn centaries {Aealr, Febnaary 4, 3004}
L Hemden { 1347h and Lowts of Abcazar { 1614} introde ced dhe predertst interpretition, and Franctsco Rivera {1390, introdeced the futaris view

EE A AR RS WL B T, . A SRR R SREsEETEREbhETwm
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affactivaly making"an imase® of what Foome had done in previous centuries (2e2 Fav 13:14-15). A= a matter of fact, Protestnts
oo longar 222 Fome a: the impostrons suthority deserving the judemants of God. Imtea:i,the:,mganiha’mapweﬁﬂdmm
tool to overcome the sacular authoritiss that did away with her political premgatives two centuriaz a=zo

4%, Foys CRENIERESRTE KA F O RNRa G R E. CEER SR
FRTEHBFSEAEER. 6 TRNAErFEE. FHIAENCENFE TEITLEMREN.
Ei, FHAECERERRAHE. BF. FBRMLE FEEESREMRT —EE02E, FHE
HEFDERTNN-EEFEEE—ME. (L5 13 1415 . B, FHUUETEAFOEEES
EEFALER. HE. B E—ERAEEITE, AT SRIErREE L ER RS
FFELAE HEEL.

The Seventh-day Adventizt Church inheritsd the prophstic vision that comss fom the first centuriss of Chriztianity, and
mode dafinitivaly fiom Protestantizm during the second Chriztian millennivm For them Fiome will z00n riza up asasin to
imposs the dogmas that confer her "suthority™ upon the other churches and religions of the sanh. The wodd must know that
Foome is not an "stemsl city,” but rather an oppressive empise that willbe destroyed by God in His last judgment (Fav 16; 18).

ERFREE048R TEFESNEE0A0SS, FRUERESRTE - 2R3 THEE
FESSFHZT NS FEINRE FERERFRAE BiaxE 5CeE, s inlE
EEHRCARTHEANTEAERT. ERES0AEFEFE—EREZE ME-EELFERE
. EROFAFAEEFRES (5TF16;18) .

Agventizt have nothing azsinst thousands of zincere Christians that follow God accosding to the light thay have racaived.
Diozpite the fact that they are in "Babylon,” God call: them "my people” (Fav 18:4). They ae scattered throughout the different
churche: and religion: of the wodld, and are al:o found in the Foman Catholic Church. But thiz fact should not cloud v from
zasing the papagy a= the blasphemon: and impostrous institution the Bible claims it iz, according to the apocalyptic portrayal
{Fuav 13:5-6; 17:34). The== honost people are hearing God's voice today, a2 He calls them to legve the Babylonic "confusion”
during a time when tha greatest apostasy of the Chriztian wodld iz being camiad ouwt. Solong a= they remain faithful to God, thay
will ba spared from the final plasues that will f5ll upon thiz wodd (Fev 16)

FEEESEHTRT R R REE PR S EREE. TEENE “2Hhkr 5, EE
FFENS “BRHAR" (BFFE 18 4 . £I4HEEFFEAFNMe0REF,. EFSRE
SFHALHEIE]. ER BEEFFONES (8 13 5617 34, E—EEATEFEIEIILLE
NI ENNEZEMERNANFETENTEONA. EEEEf A SFRE T EFHPE. BLF
FERUEFBEIHEECERAANEF EITEA D e ~Ea . REENDRE TJ:% f&drl

MeaTIEREFTEMELABREE (ErE 162 .
Lat us highlieht one moge point hare. The prophecies of the trumpsts a2 directly linkad to the Grest Disappointment that
was tocome to those who balisved the Losd would coms immediatsly after the concluzsion of the sixth trumpst (Fev 10:7-100

POl time was when Profestanss placed a bigh valsr mpon the Henty of conscience which bad been so dearly parchased. They tsght dheir
children w0 abhor popery [as a blasphemons and inpostroms irstitetion] and beld that to seek harmony with Bome wonkd be dislovalne o (od. B
bever wridehy different are the sentiments pow expreseed! .. Hove these peraores forgotien the claim of infallivility pat forth for eight hendred vears by
ihis bamghiy power? .. The papal cherch will pever relingmsh ber clom o mfallivahiny . Leddhe restramis o amp osed by secolir governmenis e
rennoved and Kome e reistited in ber former power, and there woukd speedily be o revival of ber tranmy and persecution” {Giee Castsover
2634} “Gods word bas given warsing of the impending dusger; let this be wnbeeded, and the Protestand workd will learn ahat fhe rrposes of Rome
realhy are, cmby when it & oo ke o escape the snare™ ({70 281
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But instead of zesing the Lord coming in their tims, they recaived the commitment of preaching the everlasting gospsl arsin to
tha antirs world, this time incuding the waming of the last divine judgment, raprezantad by the saventh and last trompst (Fav
10:7,11; 14:6-7). In doing 20 they wers not to miss the fact that Foms would continue baing the chisf assncy of the "princs of
thiz world® until the end of time, in light of coment attempts to suppees: the divine truth expreszed in God'z Word (Fav
13:3-4.12,14-18).

EFRNEEIFEE—S. SEANES A REEESxE RN nEndsmExze g S ENEY
EEige NATEAE (BFEEL: 7-100 . REENGFEENS HAEREESRE. ERRFTHR
FA&ERAEEAEESAERE BROERAFR LN FANES, EERENELESHERE (BT
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FREEMBELAEIERTT., EREETENEHEEN tFESFARENFENE (BrFk 1k
341214187 -

Wa may say, in this context, that the Protestant lesacy of tha intsrpestation of the trumpsts of Favealation culminates with the
Sevanth-day Adventizt Church's final proclamation of the averlasting goepsal (Faw 10:11; 11:15-19; 14:6-12). Thiz iz vat anothar
reazon why many Protestnts today have lost intsrest in presarvine the prophetic lesacy of their forefathers. To accept that
lazacy would imply jeining the paople that God rzizad up for this tims of the end to give the wodld Hiz final waming. Thdz iz, at
the sama tims, another reazon why the Seventh-day Adventizt Church neads to remsmbear the prophstic legacy of her forsfathers,
bocanza her idantity before the wodd comes from there ® Her prophetic mizsion for today consists of waming Protsstant, as
wall a= tha wodld in ganeral shout the consaguencas that will follow the establishment of a Babylonian sligiou: movemsent in
confaderacy withthe Foman power.” That waming iz linkad to the seventh and last trompt...

EXHEAT. BNTLE. FXErFtTEErftrAE R ERx A& HIIESHRE
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' A certain confienion was inredeced i some miliees of the Seventh-day Adventid (herch dering the midd ke of the twentieth contary, when some
vierpreders began o apply dhe pedements of dhe inempeds o enties ofher than Rome. This rifi shonld be repained in order io prevend fhe fommdafions
of ghe bisorical and prophetic Advenitsi faith from being mmdanmined

Y Wik he Protestand workd & becoming very tender and affectionate woward dhe man of sin (2 Thess 23p, shall [nof] (iod's people ke their
phce a5 bold and valiant sokdiers of Jeses (Christ to meed the teae wihich mmsst come, gheir Fves bid with Chrisd i God? Mvstic Babvlon bas mot been
sparing in the blond of the saints and shall we [nod] b wide awake w0 catch the beans of light which have been shining from the hight of the angel
ke & do brgghden dhe eanth wiih b glory? ™ [ Rew 15:0-3] {lewrer TIZ, 1350 350 436k “Uod denomnc s Balbwlom “became dhe made all rabors drmk
of dhe wine of the wrath of ber formication’. .. And the Protestant workd has wken this child of the papacy o be regarded as sacred™ { T8 979 { 1900}k

Lol word bas given wamming of the imperding damger; ke dhis be wnbeeded, ard dhe Protestant workd will kam what e parposes of Rome neally
are, omby when i & oo late i escape the snane” (70 351}
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INTROBOCTION
Eift

" he book of Fevelation speaks to us about zeals, trumpsts, thundsr, plasue:, and =ven beasts and prostitutes. Its

main objactive, howavar, iz shout the churchas the Logd raizad up throush Hizs apostlaz. The z=van chuaches of

= FPevelation were chosen to represent symbolically what the Chrizstisn church would have to go throush amidst

gll the chaos tha wodd ha: sndured sinca tha first contury, A D. But the book snd: dazcribing the final trivmph of God'=
people and the universal metropoliz of the new word awardad to them, where God will forever dwell among His peopla.

ETEARIERTEMN, £S5, 28, &k, EEEETSNEESE. O cHEZEEFEXTE
BE#p EEAAEAAHE. BrEATHEeFERiREEEAFERIe N Sn— B U REHE
EfEfmEAFLAENHER. ERERNEERR T L TEAR SR EFSFAHFaFL£FEO
EEEARINOER, X LFARREERHTES:

In thaza pasa:z we will axplosa ona of the various resourcas the Losd choss toreveal to us egarding avants that wara to
take place throurh the conturies, betwesn Hiz departure and His promized retem. The topic iz the seven frompers gf
Revelation. Dipaz thiz zssm liks a difficult undertaleing? Don't balieve it! It may be a difficult snigma only for thoss who
mizz the point. 45 long as we discover the histerical kay projected by the trumpets, ail gf the descriptions Jesus reveaied
to Jofm will make sense .

EEERETF, BFEEFXEMEEARNET L AEBFHEREE — DETESFERTFR
MER: ENAELELRFEEN EEREHARSFmd <5 TEFEREE—THESHESEET F
Bl AENTISENEZ -8 ARE. EAE—EEaE. AERIEILEHE
FEHOEES. FLEEEFSAEEFSaEs FEER.

Think of it a= 2 puzzla. First we have to find the correct piece: to complate the picture. Omly thos= who lack patience
shandon the task, or start projecting imasinary picture: towsands the fiturs, or presume it's justall 3 wasts of tima. Butit's
not! Bix of the trumpsts have already boon fulfillad. Thiz can be proved by history. Oy rhe lasr tromper remaing to be
entirely fluffiled, and it iz the one we currently live in, =0 it bacomses important for ws to be swams of ..

SRR G HESE. B BRI TRNSARERHE. SEISSTROMAT
SHMEEOES., ENIFAHETERFRREES, IFRNCRAFEIRERIE. EXZFED
E! eEFARSCEEE. EUUETRTRER. AFSs—HEF0ET48E MEEET
EBA FEAEE T, EERpSE

In ondar to dizcover the historical key that allows us to appeeciats the chionological fulfillmsnt of the trempsts, we
must first decipher the trompsts” mysteries within the Bible itzalf The szame Author that inspired the Eible provided the
necaszary pathway for us 20 that we would not wander astray.  Thooughout the Bible He speead out the pisce: of ow
puzzla. It's our duty to put them togsther inosdar to read Fevelation ceardy.
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While in thiz zinful word much iz done haphazandly and careles:sly, it iz not z0 with God. Everything God doss has
meaning, and ha: a purposs. Hiz Word zhines a light on owr walk: “Thy wodd iz a lamp unto my foat,™ zaid the Pzalmist,
“and a light unto my path™ (Pzalm 119:105).
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The dooumentation datailad in the Bible and hiztory regarding the trompst: of Fovalation iz vary axtensive. In my
carlier book, The Seals and the Triompers, we presanted such documentation. Our godl in thiz small book is te brisfly shed
light on the most saliant aspacts of the trompsts that allow ws to eazily locate their fulfillment in hiztory. At the same tima
wa will darify God's pupess in s=nding such judements to the wodd, on the ave of the last trumpst’s judgment that iz
zo0n to bafall bomandty. Thiz will snabla us to botter undoarstand the time in which we live, and what we must do to
prepare for the finsl judement. In summary, this shod book complements the previeus one in soveral ways. It contains



new glimpess of both biblical and historical facts related to the topic, yet ladks the mose complats domementstion and
dizpuzzion found in the previous wodd.
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\ the puposs of divine revelation. In oodar for us to understand any symba or description in the book of Favalation,
] wa muest dl2o ba abla to ertract, from a vast book like tha Bibla, a synthesiz of God's plan of the great controversy
that invalves our planst fiom its early boginnings. Lat’s put all of thistogather ina fow words in the following parartaphs.
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Wa are in themiddle of a cosmic war that beran in heaven betwean the Creator and an angel that reballed amainest Him. Thi=
r=hallion took place bacansa this angsl wantad to tale God's placa (Iza 14:12; Fav 12:7). That rshalliows prince decsived our
first parents ind trestine him rather thean God, their Creator (Gen 3). Butin Hiz mercy God intervened to pravent the devil from
having complate dominion over thiz word. In His rescue plan be sought to units a paople inte a great nation, one that would
glzo transform itsalfinto a socisty of bleszing for others (Gen 12). “For God 20 lovad the world, that he gava hiz only begottan
Son, that whosoaver balisveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting lifs™ {John 3:16).
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Lopking af the avil sida theoughout Eiblical kistoary wa zaa that, :ince the bepinning, the reballious heavenly prince has baon
zasking to units the sntirs wodd into a govemment of =bellion against the Creator {(Gen 11). His intention throughout the
centuriss has boon to form lares empires that could destroy God's people. By means of thess smpire: he hopad to silencs of
make vorid the revalations of heaven. Tha davil kmew that God iz consiztently bound to Hiz divine law, and to Hiz righieons and
mercifil character. Fog this teason he sought to lead God's people to disobedisnce, and to apostasy. Once he accomplished
zaparating the paopls fiom their God, be would then lead the great empires (theoush which the davil pretondad to axert hiz
dominion over thiz word) to dastrory them.

M any people don't undarstand the book of Fevalation. They considar it a dark book bacansa they have not dizcoverad
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Looking at all this from God's sida, we o2 Him scattering aarthly kinedoms from the very berinnine of empires, a: s=an on
the plain of Shinar, where the tower of Babsal once stood (G=n 11). Whean God's people cried out to heaven fior daliversnce fom
the threat: of thesa empires, God would have pity on them and lead them to repentance. Ha would forgive them writs Hiz law
in theirhearts, and pootect them from their enemiss. Ha would raize wp deliversrs that, ar the sowd g the friomper, would go to
battle and protact the oppeessad. Ha also dividad the oppeeszive kingdom:, weaksning thait powar.
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The seven friowpers of Feavalation are a call te war that God make: to various peoples i erder fo limid or restrict the power
gf the last nravnical empire predicred by the Bible By means of thesa popples God zasks to prevent the davil fom
accomplishing hiz gosl of complataly zilsncing hesven s wodca. It is precizaly inthe ssventh and last trempst that God will give
Satan’s kingdom its final blow. It iz then that lond vodces are heard throushout heaven zaying: “The kingdom of the wodd has
bacome the kingdom of our Losd and of hiz Mazzish and ba willreign for ever and aver” (Fev 11:15).
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In the time of the end

EFRE

Agcording to the bopls of Danial and Fevalation, we are living in the time of the snd, at the conclusion of that great
controversy that hes lasted fior quite a while foom our earthly perspective. The great impostor’s malicions inentions have not
caazad. His last attack will be agsinst “they that kesp the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus" (Fav 14:12). In the
zimple and forezesing words of 3 notsbls writer we zaa that:
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Iz thate reazom to foar, to worry of bocome distreszad? Maybe, but only if we fooes on the nesative. God, however, calls for
1= to place our faith and hops in a battar world. “At the last trempet™ (1 Cog 15:52) the Losd will intervena, and bring sbout an
ctemal daliverance with Hiz amy of angels. He i= “the Lord of Hegven 'z Amies™ {Zach 1:3-4, NLT; sometimss interpreted az
“tha Logd of bosts]” or “the Losd Almighty™), and Hiz Son iz “the commandsr of the ammy of the Losd™ (Dan 2:11). Soon all of
thiz shall comea to pass, and we will ba saf= inGod's city, “the New Jemsalsm™ (Fuav 21-22), the city that iz in hesven “whozs
architect and budlder is God™ (Heb 11:100.
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* Ellen White, Froples ond Kiegs, 357.3585 see abo Bev 1ZI7
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CHAPTER II

A DIVINE PROVISION FOR

A PERSEGUTED PEOPLE
Eox
AREE N HENFIEAL

Fy very city and every country relies on either its police force of ammies to pootect its citizens. But who's 1edlly in
charga of the wodd? Every day thers zasm to be new intemations]l regulations sttempting to resulate tha way
natiens are to relate to each other. However, thess are not always kept and it"s slso not that ea=y to enforce them.
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Um the other hand, who guarantess that such inemations] laws are fair, o that they will continue to be reasonabla? The fact
that cartsin dictators have seon the fortune: thay amazzad and hid in other countriss z=ized via the fisazing of their finds talls ue
that when countriss agres on thesa thines there iz no way to pootact such assats. Throushout most of the word thiz act iz
applandad when it iz applied to individusls suspacted of accruing illessl weslth. But a time will come when zuch “legal™
maasss will ba takan for raligious reazone. Thay will ba enfodcad to the point that no one will be abla to “buy of 2al1™ unlazs
zuch nations have imposed 3 “mark™ of identification on their citizens. Thiz mark will be in contrast to the “seal™ of identity
God willplace on His paopla (Fav 13:16-18; 14:1; 7:1-4).
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What, if anything, dpas thiz hava to do with the trumpsats of Favalation? Az in ancisnt timas, crime: azsinst humanity
continue to be committed todsy and people =till oy out for supematers] intervention. And even today God esponds in
thousands of wayz. But when looking af the oy for daliverance of His oppressad people throughout the canturiss, God rezponds
by calling other kinsdoms to war, 20 that at the trumpet’s zound they would come rezous Hiz people and dastroy the avil smpira.
It iz by means of thoss kingdoms and those battles that God prewvents tha princes of this wedd from aftaining complst= dominion
ovar Hiz creation (zes Dandal 2; 4:25).
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In ancient times, the most powerful nations took control of the wesksr ones and imposed their ways on them. When buman
fe201MTas Camsa up shodt, to whom could the poor and afflicted tem? They could tem to God. Can we al:o tem to God today
when we fosl afflicted? Yes! Today we can also find God! It gotz even better. God Jomgs for people to tum to Him for
daliversnca! Hiz Hon zaid: “Ask and it will be given to you; sask and vou will find; kmodk and the door will be opaned to
vou. For evervone who asks recaives; the one who zask: finds; and to the one who lmodks, the door will be opanad™ (Mlatt
T.7-B).
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In the story of salvation recorded in the Bible we 528 men and womsan who have cried out to God amidst various kinds of
opprazsion. And God has mads Hiz divine power their strength In thi=s way, by faith, thiz spirital “kingdom™ manamss to
swvive throushout the centuries, even in the midst of sarthly powers that aspired to obiin complete dominion over God's
faithfil. Thiz “nation™ iz composad of paopls that raly on God's gracs, the grace of Him who has sll powsr on hesven and on
earth, and who brings ralisf
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Awar against the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus

— BRI EFHEENESELENRS

Age God's actions to protect Hiz paople during the Chriztian era zimilar to thoss Ha took throughout Old Tastament times?
Would God do nothing to protact Hiz faithfil followers who desired to vindicate Hiz name hers on earth?
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Al of the apostle: disd as martyrs, excapt for the apostls John, who nonsthale:: agually suffered undar the Foman empire.
Theoughout the canturies, thowsands of other individuals alao diad like them choozing martyrdom rather than enouncing their
fzith. Would God be indifferent to their cries? How would God manasa to prevent the devil fiom destroving “the Word of God
and the tastimony of Jasns™ thaIthEdEwldmpumamrthsIthmemndnuﬂhm‘m]m witnazzas prevant him fiom aftaining
ah=oluts dominion of thizwodd? (Fev 1:
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It iz precisely in this convtet that we ffnd the purpose of the rrimpers of Revelarion. ‘i‘f‘e 222 tha Losd zsndingjudements from
Hiz heavenly templs that fall on the empires rsized by Satsn in an attempt to destroy God's people. By mesns of thesa
punizhments Ha weskens and limits the ovil smpires that rize among the nations, 20 that Hiz Woeed and the testimony of Hiz Son
Jazuz may fulfill their pumposa of proclaiming the goepal of zalvation until the very and (Fav §:0-10; 11:3-13; 12:17; 14:12;
20:4).
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According to what iz sasn in Fevalation, the great controversy betwesn Chrizt and the =ballions angsl consizts of a fight to
the death brousht on by the davil towands “the two witneszes™ of divine evealation, the Old and Mew Testamentz. Thez= two
witnazzaz go through trying situations to the pointtheir teastimony iz “clothed in sadocloth ™ or dothss of suffaring (Faw 11:3-4)
And those who identify with them sl=o agually suffer the enmity of the wodd; they endure affliction.
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The martyr: for Jasus ar= martyrs for one basic reason: they were peracuted and killed “for the Wood of God and for the
testimony which they hald™ [ESW]. They were “behasdad for the testimony of JTesus and for the Word of God™ [ESV]. At the
zama tima thaza martyrs plead with God in 3 lowd vodce for justica, and oy out for the judzment of God to vindicata thair
testimony (Fuav §:9, 20:4). The trumpats snd finsl plaspes of Fevelation have to do with thiz call for justice. They ae the




snswers God provides throushout the conturies a: nesded by Hiz peopls, and they increaze in power and streneth 2= we
approach the and. Theza answers will culminate with the finsl outpourine of the wiath of God, when the moment comss to
forever bring an end to Batan’s kingdom.
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A covenantwith God in the mid st of affiction

EEREFELFIH

In ancient Izras]l, when God mads a covenant with Hiz people, He ordered the uss of trumpst sounds a2 2 way to asssmbla
tha paopla. That law iz found in the book of Humbsarz in tha 1{th chaptsr. The gathering could zarve mose than one puposa.
Ume of the purposs: had to do with the nead to come tomather in praver to seak out divine favor. The other fes=on was to wam
the population of imminent dangar, such a= the appeoach of an invading ammy. They neadad o come togsthar in praver in God 2
templain ordar to racive divins instroction a: to how to bast prapars for battla.
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Whean thosa trempets would sound in the templa the [araslite: Ineaw God would ba by their side and would not forest them
during the coming conflict. “When vou go in battlain vour own land assinst an spemy who i= oppressing you, sound a blast
on the trumpsts. Then you will ke remembarad by the LORD vour God and rescued fiom your enemies™ (Mum 10:9).
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What a privileze to know that, in avery conflict, the God who mads the heavens and tha carth doss not fogest us! This i=
impostant to point out bacausa that promiza =till holds tros today. The book of Favalation revaals how the trompats ars soundad
in the heavenly temple in response to the oy of God = peopla. They also r=veal how God responds to this oy, Thiz proves God
disaz not fogeat about those who suifaed for Hiz Wame' s zake (Fav 3:2-4).
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Above gl elza, what matiers most to a troe baliever iz Inowing God bolds him or her in high asteom in the midst of the
suffaring thay may have to endura (Tza 43:1-T). When balisvar: find themszalves in “tha vallay of the shadow of death™ not
Imowing, whether God will daliver them from the pressnt moment is not a5 important a: having the aszurance that He will not
forgat them nod shandon them . Ha will cartainly ba with them in tha midst of troubla (Palm 23:4).
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Having a peacaful heart iz what iz most nesded during tribulation (Foom 5:1-5; Philip 4:6-7). “In thiz wodd yvou will have
troubls™ zaid Tasus, “but™ He addad, “take heart! I have overcome the world® (Jobn 16: 33). At another time Ha highlishtad:
“Dho ot b afraid of thoss who kill the body but cannot kill the zoul. Father, be aftaid of the One who can dastroy both soul and
boedy in hall™ (latt 10:28). “Ee faithfil, aven to the point of death, and I will give you life a=s vour victor s coown™ (Foaw 2:100.
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God's promize of being with Hiz people throushout thess power strugeles was sleady part of 3 covenant made with
Abrsham “the father of all balisvers™ (John B:3% Fom 4:11-12). God mada the following resssuring promi=s to both Abrsham
and all of hiz offepring: “T willblaszs thosa who bles: you, and whosvar curzas vou I will corss™ (Gen 12:3).
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Thiz formula was 2o simpls it was imposzible to formst. What a privilege toba a part of God's peopla! All they had to do
was oy out when thay suffered under an oppreszive kingdom and God, who heard their pless, would inervens in their bahslf
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Did thiz asresment work? Of courza! When thay were oppreszad by a2 new pharach in a land that had suddanly twmed hostils,
“tha Izraalites .. crisd out, and their oy for halp bacansa of their slavery went up to God. God heard their proaning and he
remambarad hiz covenant with Abrshem ™ (Ex 2:23-14). Ha providad for them a dsliversr and punizshed the opprassors with the
famons ten plasues of Exypt
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Later om in the hiziogy of Isas] that we have been considering tha Israslite: are amain sen to suffer the pain of perzacution,
thiz tima by Midisnita amoiss. “The Ismaslites... oried owr fo the Lord for help™ (Tudges §:6), and at the sound of Gideon's
trumpst with hiz thres hundred brave man they obtasined an impreszive daliversncs. They then crisd out azsin undar Philistins
opprezsion, and God said: “1 have lobked on my people, for their oy has eached ma™ and He raizad up king Saul to fres them
{1 Bam &:16). Thay cried out yet azsin when threatened by the Assyrians (2 Chron 32:20-21), and “the Losd 2ent an angsl™ that
destroved the enemy’s ammy.
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Wa glzo zaa thiz in tha book of Favalation The book of Fav 5, saslad with the tastimony of thoss who mada a covenant with
God iz mone other than the book of inheritanca, namaly, the Word of God its=lf Bt that book slso has the paal of God at the
and, which containe the part that God had to fulfill in that covenant. It iz opaned at the and of the word to pro-ve that God was
faithfirl to Hiz covenant, that Hiz inercezsion in fover of the martyrs of Jasus did not ceaze, and that He sant judements azsinst
those empires that afflictad Hiz people 2o that the testimony of the Word of God and of Jesus would not succumb in the
tribulation (Fev B:1-5).
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Divine wrath and vengeamce agaim:t oppressive kingdomnr
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Thare a= tims: in which God choss not to inervene and =ave Hi: peopla. Bamically, God will not blasz anyons in
dizpbadionca. Although He iz patient and mercifill thers comes a time when He withdraws His profection frevealing thus His
wrath] ovel thosa who repaatadly raject His covenant of grace, and the snemy prince can thus gain fiea sign to axert all of hiz
dastructivae powar (322 1 Chron 36:14-18). Was thers hops for such a nation that repeatedly and smoeantly severad its covenant
with God to the podint that they were handad over to their snemiss?
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Yoz, of coursa! Even when they lacked a homelsnd, when it appesrad as if God had shandoned them when their homes
ware destroyed, and when they wera laft helpless among the nations that took them into captivity, they could still claim the
promizas of divine marcy. The God of hagven iz a mamnificent God! The same God that mads a3 covenant with Abraham I=zaac,
Jacob, and their offfpring during the time of MMoges, was gladly willing to have marcy on His people throushout their hizstoary. In
fact, a remnant of that apostate and captive nation cried out to God for forgivenas: and repented, and God then reepondad to
their ory. How did He respond? Hiz inervention came shout af rthe soind gf the friomper of armies Ha allowed to assembls to
dastroy the empite that oppreszad them | and to avenge what that kingdom had done arsinst them and their boly dwalling placa.
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How did thoea in captivity oy out to God from the diztnt lands they were taken to?
BN i E W BRI TE ER T

“Horw long. LORDY . Powr owt yowr wrath on tha natons thatdo not acknowdadge youw, on the kingdoms that do not call on
wour nama: for thay have devoursd Jacob, and devaztated hiz homaland . dafver ws 2o forgwe our sins, for your nama's
zaka__ prasansa thosa condamnaed to die_ Bafors our ayee. maks known amang the natione shat yow avange tha ouwtpourad
blood of your sermvants’ (P=alm T3:3- 11}
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Omg Godis “slow toanger, sbounding in love and faithfolness™ (Ex 34:6). Evenin the midst of 3 pumishment He i5 quick toanswer
ths ory of Hispeaple. Wa 522 this when His people’s offspring cri=d ont to Him during their sacond slavery, inBabylan, and the Lard
then folfiled His promise of retuming them to the land He had given them (Dteut 30) The prophet Jeremiszh expressed this
apacalyptically:
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*Blow tha trum o among the nationz! Prapara the nations for battiaagainst har | BEabydon] . =and up horzaz liks 2 zaarm of
ootz “May the violanos dona to our flash be on Babylon,” say theainha bitants of Don. "May our blood ba on thoze who e
in Babylonia’ say= Jenealam. Tharafore thic i what tha LORD =ay= [to He opprassed paoplal: Saa. | will dafand your
causs and avangs you™ | Jar 3L1T7,.33-26)
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“Thea LORD has revealsd owr rightscusve=. Come and ket us dadars in Don the work of the LORD owr God™ {HNEK]

Bacauzait is the vengesancs of the LORD., the vengeancs for Hs tampla™ {Jar 3110011 NER
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In thiz paszams wa a0 that the trempst rapgasants amiss that God allows to overtale the kingdom that devastated Hiz paopla,
which at that time was Biabylon. The prophst describas thoss amiss just like the apostls Johm will later describe them in
Peavalation, in the context of the new Babylon that represants Foome, and assinst whom God would al=o send Hiz judements at
tha zound of 2 trompat. More spacifically in the fifth and zixth trompsts, the apostla saas (zimilsr to Jarsmdish's description of
sncient Babylon) thosa destructive ammies riding on borzes that appesred “like a swarm of loowsts” (Fev £:3,7-0,16-19).
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In the paszars: we'vejust read inPzalm 79 and Jeremish 51, many kay words are usad that will reappear in the last book of
tha Eibla, in tha context of the trumpsts. Thay ar= inzartad in the judzment that God swaouts: at the zound of the tnempets by
mean: of armios that arize amsinst those oppeeszing Hiz people. Those words ar=: how fong? - wrath - vengemace - judgment -
remple - horses Iike locusts, erc. Thiz should not surprize us!
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Pumnitshment by way of pagan arnmes
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B¥ now wa can azk ourzalves the following how is it that, fiom time to tima, God camriss out judements via nations that do
not kmow Him and that r=flact a parversa charactsr? The answer iz simpla. God is the arbiser gf'all destinies. Ha iz the Oma who
allows kings to rize and to ba depozed (Dan 2:21;4:3235). He sometime: uses kingdoms a= the “rod” and “club™ of Hiz “wiath ™
avan though such kingdom: may not avean realize it (Iza 10:57; Jar 51:20). By means of Hiz actz of Providenca, and by means
m’athe_t nations and ammies that prepare themsslves fior war, He punizhes the prids and avil of natiome by withdrawing His

protaction.
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- Divine vengeanca fEll: on thoss kingdoms that exhanst heaven s patisnce on what was done to God's people and His boly
templa. God intervenes in such 3 way a@ 3 responsa to Hiz people’s oy for vindication When thos= oying out obtain their
daliversnca, and then zas heaven s destruction of thosa who shed their blood, thay fasl vindicated. This iz what we alzo == in
the end in Fevelation, when the finsl plarues destroy thiz wodd's last empire forever. The edesmed worship God and 1=joice
bacanza thay finally zaa that the power that afflicted them ha: basn cushed forever (Fav 19:1-3)
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With this in mind we have great pews to share! We have now found the key wa neaded to understand the trompsts of
Ravalation. They are judements gf God powred ot on Drawscal empires by meais of arnies thar undermine such nrany; and
thess smpires ara to r=czive their final blow in the soventh trompst. This dees et mean thar God condones the cruelty and
viglence (directed towards the empire persacuting Hiz poopls) smploved by thess invading kingdoms. It simply shows us that
God, in Hiz sovarsisnty, allows sach kingdom the opportunity and timea to revasl its tres character, until thare coma:s 3 podnt to
withdraw His protection.
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“Wfith wnaming acowracy. tha Infinite One kesps 3 record of the impisty of natione and individuals. Long & his mancy
tandargd to tham, with callsto repantanca: but whan thair guilt reachas 2 oartain limit. which ba haz fived. than mancy caasa
hear plaadings. and tha minictration of wrath bagins™
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The apecalyptic outcry

BT M

TFllufa.:igh‘t! We can now move on to the book of Fevelation! Lat’s begin with the outcry of the martyre of Jasus that are
dapictad a2 being “under the altar™ of the heavenly templa during the tims comesponding to the fifth zeal (Fav. §:0-100. Their
oubcry aisge: a guestion that must be answersd inthe final judement. In that judement it iz seon that God anewered their outory
by means: of the divine intarceszion that took place on that altsr, an intercession that offerad peace and strength to thoes martyrs
that gavaup theirlives for their Losd (Few B:3).
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But the apocalyptic outory reguire: a mode spacific and clear-out answar fiom God, becanzs those who gave up their lives
for their Lord made a covenant and pact with Him. Where was God when they found themsalves snduring oppression? Did God
ot intervena a: He did previonsly with the nation of Izraal, the paopls of Hiz covenant?
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Yes, God did indead inervens! In the seventh sl —that which belongs to God in the covenant He mads with Hiz people
glong the canturies— it iz 2aon how God restrained and weaksnad the kingdom that was oppreszing them in order to prevant
total destruction of thoz2 who sought to remain faithfil to the heavenly covenant (Feov B:1). God zent His judements azainst the
empite that parsaquted them He callad amie: together that, at the sound of the trumpst, attacked the oppreszive esime
affactivaly curbing and diminizhing its powsr, bafors finally destrovingit in the last tronpet *
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Lat's compare the words of Pzalm 70 and those of Jeremish 51 that we emphasized shove. How many of them do we find in
the fifth z2al?
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*| =2 undarthe altar the souls of them thatwsare =lain for the word of God, and for the testimony which thay hald. And thay
oniad with a lowd woics. saying. How ‘omg. & Lovd) haoly and trea. dost thou not judgs and avangs our blood on tham that
dwall on tha aarth? { Raw 623-10).
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Thea rezponss to that outcry comes fiom the vary temple of God, fiom the intarceszion on His altar (Fav 8:1-5). God at first
intervene: in a limited way, mixed with mercy, inthe first four trompets. But Hiz punishment increasss in the fifth and sixth

Ellzn . Wihite, Skenedes Som e L of Pasd 31K The Oear ooy, 20, 2538, 16 1T
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* | beheve, as do many ofber mderpreders, fhai fhe seventh seal condains bodh beaven's mdercesnon and fhe jedements of the inempeds of Revelition
i{Hev £l-3) They are reviewed at the end in the heavenly comnt
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trempsts, and is consummatad in the s=venth trompst with the cutpourine, of Hiz “wrath, ™ which iz desoribad in moge datail in
tha “zavan last plasnaes ™ Thasa cups of God = wiath l:o come fom the heavanly templs (Fav 16:1).
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“Thea zawanth angsl zoundad hiz trumpat, and thare wars loud woicas in haawan, which aid: _ your wrath Aas coma thatima
haz coma for judiging the daad. and for rewarding your zarvante_ . and for sastroying thoze who dastroy the aarth™ (Rav
11:15.18}_ | zaw in haawsn anothar great and marvslous sign: sewvan angaks with tha seven lazt plagues—lazt. becawss with
tham Goo's wrathis complatad” (Raw 15:1)
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MNotice how in the seventh trumpst it is God Himzslf who intervene: by mesns of Hiz heavenly army to judse the nations and
destroy them in the final judement. That iz why God iz portrayed as coming with Hizs angsl: mouned on war hogzas. Thosa
hotze: are white becanze God was vindicated in the judement preceding the finsl punishment. Everyone in the universa
recognizes Ghod iz just, and that o one can attribute any blame to Him for this tainted wodd. In light of this the apostla’s
mazzams iz batter appreciated resarding the final battle that God will wass with thiz wodd: “with justice be judge: and wazas
war” (Fav 19:11-16). God will mot have mecy on those nations that refizad to pay beed to the judements that were poured out
by maesn: of the previons trumpsts in the past, and inzist on uniting once assin to dastroy Hiz paopla (Fev 13:15-18; £ 12:17)
Ha will punizh at the end of the wodd thozs nations that have aszemblad into a preat universsl empire similar to that of ancient
Babylon, and He will save Hiz paople fom the wrath of the nations (Fev 11:18).
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At the fag trumpa we will ba changad™ |1 Cor15:32). “Than will appaar thea sign of tha Som of Man in heaven. Andthan 25
tha peoplas of the aarth will mowrn when thay sea the Son of Man coming on the douds of heavan, with powsr and graat
glory. And fa wil sand’ Aisangals with 2 fowd’ trompat call and thay will gathar his alect from tha four winds, from ons and of
tha haawans to thae othar™ (MMatt24:30-31}
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¥ he world's first preat emperor was Mimmod, the one who founded zeversl kingdoms. Ha estsblizhed the first
foundations of the kingdom of Eabylon (Gen 10:9). He slso founded Minevah, the capital of the fiere kingdom of
& Aszszyriav. 11). All of thoes kinsdoms ware hazad on principles of force and bumsan strength.
EEFREIELOFTHNEFNETER. 2 TNA-EE. AT TEEREIENESEES (£ 10
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When tha kingdom of Babvlon reachad itz peak in the §th centwry BEC, God anticipated tha great ampires that would form in
thiz word from that pednt forward. The prophet Dianisal r=veslad to King Mebuchadnerzar a dream God had given to kim, slong
with its rlationship to empirss to coma. The kingdom: that followsd each other would ultimately collspss completaly, a=
pottrayed with the &1l of the statue reprezanting them . Thiz would take place when God astablizhed His stemal kingdom that
would naver ba replacad by another (Dian 2).
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Half a millsnniwm after that remarksble dream the first Christisns could distinguish the ooder of the dream’s fulfillmemnt
with remarkshle peecizion. They could =22 bow, throushout hiziory, the mreat empires that followsd each other were, az
pradictad, thosa of Babvlon, Mado-Porzia Greaca, and Foma Christian: were suffering under that last smpire when God
r=vealed what would happsan to the church up to its finsl victory. In that “Flevelation” God slse showed that regardless of how
powarfil of invincile the Fomsan empire appaared to ba, it teo would finally be destroved like all the other kingdoms. Than
God would astablizsh Hiz kingdom forsver.
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In order to avodd dapicting the followers of the Lamb a= being azsinst the smpire itzalf which would make them sppear to
b= consprirators, God uzad the symbolic term of Babylon to r=far to the role Fome would perform assinet Hiz peopla. Uzingthiz
symbol He revesled what would take place with that empire throushout the centuries, bow it would change its features and
appaarance without abandoning its uea of decsit and perzacution, and how Hiz chrch would finally trivmph over it
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Lat’s imamina that wa a2 in the shoesas of the Christians during the time of the apoetle Tohn. The first cantury of the Christian
o3 was coming to an end. Fome brandizhed its sword of perzacution with all itz power azsinet the followsrs of the Lamb.
Baliovers averywhers wers atking themszalves when the Losd would come and daliver them from the prince of thi=s wodd and
hiz powar.
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It i5 then that God anowers rhose guestions By ghing the Revelarion with which the canon of the Biblke would dosa. Ev
means of the letters Jazus wiote throusgh Jobn to the churches (Flew 1-3), and by mesns of tha zesls that revealad the kind of
tastimony daclared by those clasiming the promisad inheritance (Feav &), God revealad the development of acclasiastical avants
up to the very end of time. Thiz iz 2asn azpacially in the maszama: transmittad by John to tha churcha:, whare ons can zea Jasus’
intention of preparing them fior the finsl judement they would have to go through,
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What shout the world's political powers that oppressed Hiz people during all that tima? God revealad how He would curtsil
the power of Foome by using invading armiss that He represented as assembling arsinst itat the sound of s=ven trempsts. In
ancient times Ha would call on other kingdoms to strile down the tyrannical regime that was parsscuting Hiz people. But what
would He do to protact His people from this last empire that afflicted them? That revelation, mizzing in the preceding books of
tha Naw Tastament, would ba suppli=d in the last book of the Bibla—Thea Favalation.
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Analompus to when the city of Jericho f2ll after the soundineg of seven trumpsts (Tosh &), 20 to0 would Fiome snd the wodd
around har fall after the outpouring of the zaven judements of God azainst her (Fav 16). With the punishment of Jaricho, the
people soundad the trompats every day as thay cirded the city. However, on the soventh day, they cirded it seven times and
soundad the trumpst 2aven times (Josh &)
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Similarly, in Favelation, we oo that the first six trempsts that pronounce war arainst Fome a2 waming signe given by God
to cantion the nation: from joining Fome onca assin inthe snd. Howaver, thoes nation: do not head thoss judzment:. nor do
thay repant fom their zins, but rather join the great impostor ooz again (Fev ©:20-21; 11:18; 18:2-8, 20-24). In font of the
antirs universa God then remain: justifiad in sounding the s=vanth and last trompet of Hizs wrath, that i= powed out unmized
with mancy in the saven last plaspas (Foov 11:18; 16). Thersfors, the pravious judements sant by God (by measns of calls to war
made at the zound of trompats) have the pupoes of waming the world before the seven last plasnes are poured out on it
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The three tribulation: cansed by Fome

FoERM=REE

The last smpire mentioned in the book of Danisl and devsloped in the book of Fevelation was to go through thees
significant stames. In those stamss the crual and tyranndcsl character of the “prince of this wodd™ would cleary be obearved. The
despotic and parzacutory charactar rewealad by the ancisnt pasan emparors of Faome i=s widsly admowladead today. That ara iz
aszociated with crucifixions that killed the first Christisns, and alzo with the famous Fooman cipoes where victime were thoown
in with farocious beasts to the dalight of spactators who watched zuch borrific events fiom the stands.
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The firstiribniafon cansed by pagan Rome
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In tha vizim of the “tamifring and frightening” fourth beast that “trampled undarfnot whatever was laft, ™ the prophet Diandsl
desoribed the character of the Foomsn Empire that succeaded Gresce, Medo-Perzia and Esbylon {(Dan 7:7). Early Christians
suffared tremendous tribulation undsr that paran power. During that persacution, the apostle Paul stated:  “4God has put ue
apostles on dizplay af the esnd of the proceszion, liks thoes condemned to dis in the arena. We have baon mada a spactacla to the
whols univer=a, to angels az well a= to buman beings” {1 Cor 4:9).



EEIFE--A#ATHSERENE O FET, SRELERERTHE SRS ECRRr EREF 5T
EREE (E7. 73 . SMFEREEFEENHATESTENNSE. EXEET, IEEFEER. "REE
HEEMNEEAANEFRS, FR (ER4H) SFETEMEE: BARMNGT &R, SEARNFEENR. ¥ (e
J -111 the firzst chaptasr of Favalation, the apoetla Tohn slao describa: himself a= the “boother and companion™ of thoe= that like
him wers suffering undar the Fooman “tribulation. ™ Like them Tohn alzo falt he was 3 partaker of the grace of God that produces
a character of patience and endurance during the time of trouble (Faw 1:9). The sacond church of Flevealation was espacially to
=0 throush that tribulation. Howevar, thoes balonsing to that church did not nesd to fear the parsscution bacanza God Himsealf
would give them “the crown of life” in the end (Fav 2:10).
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Thus we 2aa r=vaslad how the Foman Empirs was “the chigl agenr in making war arsinst Chrizt and Hiz paoplas during the
first centuries of the Christian era .. in which papanisn was the prevailing mlirion™ Therefoge, the first judgments of the
trempsts revealad to John toward the snd of the first contry could not have fallen on any powar other than Fome.
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The book of Favalation repgesants Fome a: being a “drason,™ 3 symbol of both Satan (Foev 12:9) and sl the earthly prince
through whom he ewarts hiz dominion. “Thus whila the dramon, primarily, reprezsnts Satan it iz, ina secondary zenza, 3 symbol
of pasan Fome™'™ Az we have gleady seen the symbol of “Babylor” iz slso used to represent Fome that “ereat city”
charactarizad by its cusal parsagution (Fev 17).
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Wa zhould alzo kesp in mind that in Favalation Jesus poojacts the vizion of Hiz church towsands the firtere, towards “what
must oon tske place™ (Feav 1:1), and not towarnds what the first Christisns could have suffered under Judsizm The saven
chutche: of Favalation were not suffering undar a JTewizh domination, they ware suffering undar Fioman domiration. Tharsfna,
the trumpsts of Fevelation have nothing to do with the destruction of old Jemsslem. When Favslation was writtsn, the old
Jeruzalem had alyeady bosn destroyed by God, and Christians were slready dresming of the new, heavenly Jemzalem (Fav 3:12;
21-12). God's first judements would thus tarmat the smpire that parsacuted Hiz peopla during that podntin tima.
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The church wa: nearing the end of a century marked by Foman persecution that intensifisd as it advanced its spiritusl
imvasion of the then-lmown world. Its faith was being testad and was about to ba tasted aven mose drastically. The church had to
have the azzurance that God would be with her and protect ber during the tribulation, 2o that her mizsion of preaching the poepal
would not fail. This iz why God reveslad the judements Ha wa: going to pour out upon that ovil smpita, with the sounds of
trempats.
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Thee second tribnloion cansed by papal Rome in the Midde A ges
SHEESFIERNENEE

In the book of Dandal, ten homs weare s to come out of the fourth “beast ™ which represantad the Foman Empirs. An
additional hom was al=o zaan that was litfle af first, but z0on mads itzalflarear than the rest {(Dan 7:7-). That “litle hom™ that
ends up muline over the other kingdoms, teprezentad by the ton homes, has boon interpested a= baing the antichrizt zince the very
beminning of the Chriztian ara {an antichrizt iz a king of sysem of govenment that pratends to eooupy the place of Christ in Hiz
church a: an ingposter). As 3 matter of fact, beginning in the sixth centery, that politico-spirites] Foman kingdom joined the
Barbarian kingdoms to produca the Evropasn kingdoms.
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Mlany centuries prios to the formation of the Enropean kingdoms, and during the first fow centuries of Christisnity, it was
thought that after the collapz= of the Fiomsn empire, an impostrons kingdom would ba 2=t up in Fome inlisn of the Cassars.
Some balieved that thiz kingdom would join foroes with the other ten to break into the hiztorical scene. Thay obzarved that the
“little hoin™ in Diamisl s prophecy grew fiom the head of the “heast™ that reprezented Fiome and, therefoss, they anticipated that
tha antichrizt would coms after the f5ll of the Foman smpire and would ==t itzslf up in the actus] capitsl of the empira. Thay
glzo understond that in the prophecy of 2 Theszslondians 1, the apostla Panl was refoming to the same antichrist predicted by
Dianial. As a result, they balisved the antichrist would saaf itsalfin Fome onca the Fioman Cassars prevanting itz amival wane
removed from their posts!!
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Tha prophacy involving thiz antichrizt and itz kingdom iz azsin projacted in Fav 13, That chaptsr pradicts that the drason
{whom a: we have already zoon represents not only the devil but sl=o an earthly prince embodying it in the Fomsn Emprina)
would give it “hiz power and hiz throne and great suthority™ {v. 1). Conseguently, thiz predicted amtichrizt would not be
expectad to appasr outside of the ancient city of Flomea. A= White puts it: “In the sixth century the papacy had becoms firmly

' Iremsews of Lyon {c. 130230 ), ddvernss Haeeese, ook 3, chapiers 25, 30; Tenmllian jc. 135257} Ow the Resorecgon of the Flesk, chapier 24;
Cyril of Jensalem {313 386), Fin Catecledeal Leewse, pant 13; Hyppolvies, Teabe on (lvdor and dedelior, 278 | octondies (Finmin anomes
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establizhed. Its seat of power was fixed in the imperial city, and the bishop of Fiome was declared to be the head over the entirs
church. Paranizmhad given placs to the papacy... (Fav 13:2)7

EETFLUIRFRSFERZRETEANSEREILE. I—RT0=E (RI2EFIZFAK
EEA MEASEFIFETRIERANREEZT) S 508D, Efy. AXEFEEEE (82
T . BE ERNETHRERESeLEESFEEN. TR ERFENTE: "EESEE F
DHUCEERERTERT. fHNHZIETEEF SFENEE, FOAZREFI2USHTE.
FLUCERSSYMESET. ... (BETFFEL: 2 . 7

The start of the Fomsn papacy brought shout the second tribulation, refersed to by Jasus as the “great tribulation™ (Watt
24:2120 ETV). We find thiz tribulation stamped on the fifth #edl of Fevelation and itz assoeciated apocalyptic outory (Fev
§:0-10). In that passama the next and final tribulation of the last genaration iz alzo alluded to, slong with the similsr suffering
that wouldtaks placs during that genemation {v. 11).
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Az we eview hizstory, it becomes difficult to conmect the ouwtory of the martyrs of the fifth =5l {rsizad by countlass
Chriztisn: oppozing the Foman bizhops) to anything other than the suffering endured under the bleody and inhumsna courts
imposed by the papacy in the thirtesnth contury. In the words of Ellen White that parapheaza the fifth 22al wa zaa that the
outory of thoss martyrs has not ceased. She :aw how “the mangled forms of millions of martyrs cried to God fior vengeance
upon that apostate power,” and pleadad for a responsza fom heaven that was not to be fulfillad until the final judgment. ' The
martyrz disd, but their owtory remains slive bafors the throns of God.
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Wa lmow today that 3 group of people infemonsly efomed to az the Cathars (“worzhippers of a cat'[z 1ear]™," called
themzslves “the frisnds of God" or “of Jesus ™ They 2o0n numbsrsd mors than a million paopls. They ware tortursd, bemed at
the staka by the thowsands and complstaly anmihilated by Fome, now undser the dominance of bet bishops and popaz.
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Orther movements alzo sharsd similar sarthly fates. For exampls, the group rafamed to as the Waldeneas in the mountsine of
Pisdmont (in morthem Itsly), and the “poor men of Lyon® (in Francs), alao exalted the Bibla over the pretense: of Fome s papal
supremacy. And we nesd not mention bundred: of thousand: of Protestmts in yearz following to reslize thay all wanme
perzecutad for choosing to exslt the Bilde above all Fooman tradition, snd sbove all other suthonity in matters of faith and
COnmECismoa.
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All of these martyrs during papsl medieval times received spiritual strength from Christ, who is portrayed a: inerceding for
tham in the heavenly sanctusry (Fov B:53-4). God anewerad the outory of the oppessad martyrs and avenged them from the
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cralty of the Holy Foomsn Empire in the Wast, as wall as that of the Eastern Fiman Empire (that had vat to collapss), via the
judements ofthe fifth and sixth trumpsts.
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The third sribulntion cansed by papal Rome oRce [iregainy irspower
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In the time of the end spolkan of by the prophat Dandal | papal Faome was to 1ecaive adeath blow in resards to its political and
raligious bagemony. Butit would sventuslly recover fiom its wound by joining other Chriztian churches that by then would also
have apostatized. Thus it would azain ba abls to impes= commonly hald baliafs {poszossad 2= wall by the other rligions) on the
stata powars. Az a result the great Babylon of the last days would emarga.
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Eafoee moving on, it's important to highlisht what the prophecy we have besn considering says. After the “fatsl wound’
{Fuav 13:3), the papacy would resain its powsr thanks to 3 pew “kingdom’” that would restoge its political authority (Fav 13:120
Conszaguantly, once united with the wodd's political and mligious powers (Fav 16:13-14; 17:12-13; 19:19), the F.omsn papacy
would produce the third and finsl apocalyptic tribulation. “The wiath of the dason™ and “the wiath of the nations” revealad in
tha sovanth trempat (B 11:18) a2 one and the sama. In affact, the nations a2 compsllad by the davil once assin to make war
agzinst God's paople, azsinst “what remaing™ of the troe church: “those who kesp the commandments of God and the fEith of
Jasus™ (Foav 11:18; 12:17; alsoses 13:15-18; 14:12).
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“Tha papacy i just what prophacy daclarad that she would ba, the apostasy of the latter timas {2 Thass 2:3-40™"" Tt is the
“mammnth system of decaption’™'™ that to thiz day has never ceazed its aftempt to recover fiom itz wound inflicted by the
athaiztic French Fevolution two centurie: amo. John zaw the great Babylon in the end, “dmmk with the blood of God's holy
paopls”™ (Foaw 17:6). Bhe liss in ambush, waitingfor the right opportunity to give her final blow. Diandsl affiomad that bacawss of
thiz zysiem’s ruthless and merciless actions {se= datails in Fev 13:15-18), “ther= shall ba a time of troubla such 2= naver was
zinga thare was a nation, even to that time, and at that time your paople hall ba daliversd, avary ons who iz found in the ook
(Damdal 12:1, NETV), “the Lamb’s Book of Lifs™ (Fev 21:27).
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The threefold historical projection of the tumpets
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The judements of God in the book of Flevalation dascribad by trempst calls of war assinst an oppressive kingdom | did not
5l on different empires, but tather on the last persecuting empire mentioned in Dandsl’s dream. The thresfold projection that
wa alteady disouszad rersrding tha Fioman tribulation (that would lead the martyrs of Jasus to oy out for retribution undsr the
sltar of the Load), iz alzo reflactad inthe literary structure of the trempsts. In Fav B we oo how the first four trempets {511 on
the Wastern Fooman Empire of the Cassars. In chapter O we zea how the following two trempsts {3l on the Eastsm Foman




Empire that was =till standing next to what is now called the Holy Faoman Empire of the Wast. Finally, God Himsalf comes with
Hiz amy of angals, “at the last trompet™ {1 Cor 15:52), to forever destroy that controlling and impoetrous kingdom that has
omge aEsin prided itsalf in baing ahove &ll nations and kingdom:s of thiz word (Dan 2:44; 7:13-1422 26-27; 12:1; Fav 16:17-11;
18).
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t timaz it would 2eom a: if God was taking too lons to anewar to the outcry of Hiz people. For example, when God'=s

¢ people cried out to Him from Egypt {(when they were enslaved by the pharachs), God first allowed batwesn two and

& & fourcenturies to g0 bybafiore dalivering them with the fsmons ten plamues that destoyed thatevilkinedom (Ex 7-12;

za2 dlso Gen 15:13). Years and wears slso sssmed to go by befors judzments f51] on Pagan Fomes and it ingperisl systsm of

sovemmant Even though the barbarian tribes bagan invading the Fioman Empire during the daysof the apostle Joln, it was not untl

four canturias Later that they manamad tooveroome the Wastam Fioman Empirs. Only thendid we 2aa the first four blows given tothiz
remime bymesns of thesa barbarisn invasione, a: had boon anticipaied inthe first four trompet of Foavalation.
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Why doez God allow evil kingdoms to rize?

Atz LERaFELERE?

God allows avil empites to revas] theirtree charactsr 2o that their widkednes: may be admowladgad by all (ze2 Pzalm 82:7).
The entife universe must s22 the contrast betwesn the “veszals for honor™ that God prepares for His glody, and the “veszals for
dizshonor™ that Ha allows to rize up fof soms timse agsinst truth, 20 that the te charactar of thess kingdoms iz fully revealad
prior to their stems] destrection (222 Foom 9:17-23, WETV). God alzo at times sllows Hiz paopla to suffer hardships 2o that thay
may oome to despizs thiz world and batter appreciate the poodness of God £ kingdom Trs balisvers can thus foou: on and
constantly dream shout that firters kingdom (Hab 11).
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Doz God arbitrarily harden the bearts of man, of familiss, of groups, nations, apd empires? Abscluely net! When theay
parzizt in their raballion God removes Hiz Spiit, and thus the =till zmall vwedice of God that zpoke to their zouls iz 2ilencad. Thiz
glzo showsus that apart fom the Holy Spirit, ther= iz no other power at wodk fior the conversion of hearts.
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Why then does God allow such people and nations to live when He Imows they will ba condemned? 5o that everyons can
undarztand the fieolishnessof Lucifor ‘s reballion, as wall as that of those camying out the d=vil s work here on earth.
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TFar what Was the great Comroversy Bermetted tooombnue TTQUgNGUt the agesT Ny was it that Satans @oStance Was nat out snart at the
outsat af i reoalan? It Was that the unnems maght e comanced of God's pushos i HiS daalng with el that Sn magim reoene stenna
o simuna teon.”

ESHMATESE HFEEHTHLAFE! BEFEZE. HHLEgEchERREREEHEFSTE
FRLTHcLHEEREE, EEEFERENEM. -

If thaza explanations are not enoush for some, therm's lso the apostla’s call to accapt the reality of life. “But who are vou™
=ay: the apostle Panl, “to talk back to God? Shall what iz formed 23y to the ons who formed it, “Why did vou maks me like
thi=™" {Fiom 2:20)

NEXESVERILIEFEARE, TLTEEENRONSRLET ST LNHE. BRES
i “FE-CAE. FRE. B LFERRET ZiE YRR IEEMAR R T AEFERE? 7 (F
9:20) -

Tha myStenous Drowdancs WieCh permats the ngmesis 1o sufer pamsecution at the nand of the wicked. ez Dean & cauma of great
parphaoty 1o mamy who ans weak n fein How, it s ssked, can One whno s pust and marceful, and wino s aiso it ; power, tolenate such
BT and oppreESoT This S & QURSTION WITn Wi e Mafvs NoTieng o do. =ad has grean us suttoent evdencs of s lowe. and Wi ane
not to doubt s g-uud"na: DaCalss Wia Cannat undersiand the waork = of fus provsdenca.”

EFAEEATHREEEENERNRE. REFRCEENABEIENR. —EEE el 8
MATSENHLE. EESTERTLEATHMELR! E2RFLEENE. BT LERNES REERT
afEspEE B FfEEZRFETELREYIEERTSRARE. -

Jesus zaid: “ A servant iz not greater than hi=z master. If thay persacutad mea, they will persacuta you aleo™ (John 15:20). Panl
addad: “In fact, averyone who wants to livea godly lifain Christ Jasws will ba perzagutad ™ {2 Tim 3:12). “Thosa who are callad
to endurs tortuere and martyrdom, am but followingin the steps of God's dear Son™

EERPATEATEAL. BNFEETHE. EEERNT #1520 . EFIRECAEE
FEUISETEFEOMAEETEE. "(BE L) . AEEHESEMASN, TEEFERE
LHETHHEEMD. ™

Should Rome be punished by God?

TEREZZE RPN ?

When the Wastem Fooman Empirs fall in the year 476, many Cheriztian: undarstond that it was the result of God' s judements
as dezcribad in Revalation, and they thowsht the end of the world was thus at hand. Among them we find Jaroma, the suthor of

' i Wihite, Edueation, 308
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the Latin Vulgate (the Eille in Latin). He understond that the first Barbarisn invasion that manared to penetrate ind the city of
Foome r=pressnted the divine punizhmsant that signalad the soon coming time of the end. Also. towands the end of that cantury,
Andrea: of Caszarea linksd the first trumpet of Fevalation with that B arbarian invasion of Foms. ™
SEFSHEEAENCH. TEENFRTHCEERTREMERALFFANER, B AtE
AFOEHER. EFBENEITETERNARE (ETLER) fFEEFE. £ERE—REA
FLENZTREART LFNEN. FIRERAFRDNERE. EEMEER. IRAENFTBIER
BAETFENR-XIEERAESSREER. . - FUITSU
At first, tha divine judzments falling on Foome in the fifth cantury wers, in ganeral, not linksad to the trompats of Favalation. "
Althourh many had balisved and continued balisving that Fome would eventuslly be destroved, things began to change onos e e
the Fomsn emperor Constantine the Great nominslly comverted to Christianity during the fourth centery. If Rome also W, BHEMLR =
comvertad to Chrisfanity, and persacution came toan and a= things s2em to be indicating, why would it be dastrovad?
Y. ERIEZEEFSaHEFA, TRV ASETFELSEIE. BREITE N OHCEHER .- FLUITSL

ﬁggﬁ f%ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ: {EFE‘ E%EH;:ETE %EEEEE Eﬁ{—_ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ: ;'_ﬁg._ﬁ ;-'?IEEE ihe irmmpeds of Revelotion JE5T @& HhEE -8,
EX-NRFLEEETEERS, SEASCEESN, BRLTF EERSL. ERESTLSEESE? R AR TR EYEE. TR

Already in the third contury, the theplomical school of Alswandria offersd a difforent intsrpestation of the apocalyptic
prophecies. The zo-called “fathers™ of Alexandria began to spirituslize the content of Fuevealation, as well a: that of many other
difficult paszamas in tha Bikbla. This spirituslizstion of difficult t=xtz continwes to this day to be amons the aasiast ways to avodd the
r2ality of biblical maszagss, szpacially thoes in Fevalation and thoes dealing with the judsments of the trumpets of Favslation.

FHELm Iy, ERLAHFRACH ErREEFT ONTES R AaE%. BE LR LE ST
WA BT 1A ETERAAE, LESEFTEREERETNAERREL. EREEENAR
EAERESMOEAEEEE RN S ARERETIYy — LTEEMErETRETELTFHF
.

At first Alewamdria’s sxplanation sssmed o be an excallent alemative inlight of the sxwoazsive spiriheal practicss of the hImtanist:
({thoes practicing MontEnism a schismatic movement of Christisnity in Asis hMingr [modem Twdey] and Mot Africa in the Ind
cantry). Montnne, the founder of MonEnism emphasized acstatic exparisnces in hiz mestines. and countad on the wodk of two
propheiessa: tourge people i ascapa workdly inbarast bacansa the snd was near! But Alewamdria’s allagorical fooe bacame thanorm for
oither proups that beran to spdrituslize averything inRevelaion, effactivaly removing Fiome 3= themain tarestof God = judrments.

Y, ERLERASRSFE— RN ETZEEFZ NI EERIES (A
EERTEBEE (AN BE—EIEESTETEATIEEIMEAERETSREDD - &
EEFX IANE ) ZESFEERsFEHARRENEN, SR IO TERIEE M NLE
EHPNE ERERFOSI EERLNEHESFEEERE R ERAR AT EEDL
EFRRELETRFFEALT, EFEEEFL CFFANZEEFTHE.

When the Barbartans invaded the Roman Empire

SEHA BT SmEN

A new problem arose ahatne the (it cenriry: The saddne of Fuome by a Biarbarisn king named Alsric left many confizsed. It was the
first timain cenfries something lika that had ooopmed Was Christian Foome realby baing punizhed by God? On the other hand, how
would Christians answer the pagans who now allezed onby the gods of ancient Fome could protect them fom forsi m invasions?

A HHEFELE T — A RN ERNFREATEFAE T F LS. iLifE B EE.
EESELUEE- e ESEN. ERFEEAEI CFMAEN TR F—0H. EWEDF
e mmif AR ETEFDER MERFENE THEA RS S8

Angustine of Hippo found a solution that lad him to shandon hizs previous conclusion that a literal millennivm would follow
the fall of the F.omsan Empire. During the first thees conturies, most balieved that the thousand vears of peace alluded to in the
book of Fevalation would not ooour until Fome was destroved and until Christ retwmed. (They are labaled today a=
premillannialists). Bt now, with many church members watching the growing pazan influsnce weing an explanation for the
zacking of Foome, Augustine zaw the nead to changs hiz foons.

 Of. Fdward Bishop Elliol Honee Apocalipticas, Appendix 3. %
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FEHNRSFTRI T MEETE EEERFETEZTHER, IFSHFENEUREMESE
THRE. ERTH=STELZF. AFEAAERF RN T AN FEESIF oagSFr E R
BEEBEREIFAEEE. (BE4FREFaTRETLE) . Ebd, ERTEUREEfFE LSS
MEERD., FERNFIEMNEELER, BRI TINFLENERNRES.

Rome's camonflage during most of the Middle Ages

F L MR

Anmustine of Hippo spiritualized the apocslyptic millennivm to the point of denving itz liersl mesning. He instead
davalopad the concapt of amillennislism 3 visw that sejects the liters] interpestation of the thousand years during which the
davil can oo longer dacaive the nations (Fev 20:1-3). In hiz De Chdrare Der (20, 7-9), ha daclarad that the church was already
spirinwall riding on the earth and would continus to do 50 until the Final Todement. However, acconding to him this did not
imply that ovil had slready boon oradicated from the earth.  Instead he concluded that Fome would trivmph undar the spiriteal
r=izn of the church, a reign of a thousand yearz berinning with Chrizt's ascenzion to heaven in the first contury.

AR S THAEF ER O TRERELI TEEEFEE I ABE. M BEERT X
THRELHES, ERNSSET - TEONFEEL(FEITEFERATHEREAE (5 20:1-3) .
Eiefd] LEFZH) De Crvimee Der (5 207-9) F, RERHSFOFER FEFELE SHEEM
ETEIREAFR. £, REENEE EFAERREEC VR EEERT . B8R, E2E55H
EfeETRARRERE TESER. TE-TE/MFEE BTEEE—EEZ7F 7.

Paulus Orozius, 3 priest fiom the Iberisn peninsula, vizied Ansustine during that conflict with the pazans and received from
him the nacassary suppodt to write a book bhe titled Histortae ddversis Pagas. Historian: today are amared &t how Oposine
was abls to visuslize a new imparial meims undsr papsl suthority and united Biarbarian tribes. But that was the result of using
Angustine s allegorical of spiritualiztic fisoes of the book of Ravalation.

FEREFTEEHFLEFE BEE (Poulus Oresins) EESYUETEFRHHBEFE T ESF
T, FUEIEBRETLEATE, ETT —F85 (&FHF L) Hivorae Adversus Paganus 515 -
SRR EEFIET TEFELA 38— EH EN TR EREMU NS FETH . Eix
EERASE THETENESNERIRELES0ER.

During the MMiddle Ages, Aupustine of Hippo shaped the thinking of those who stodisd biblicsl prophecies. For nearly a
thousand yasrs he obsoued the balisf that Fome would be destroved. Thare ware a fow isolated excaption: a= seen with
Andrea: of Caszarea (5th/&th centuries), who identifiad the first trumpat with the Barbarian invasions. There was alzo Beatus of
Ligbana (Bth century), who recogmizad the Muslim invasions in the fifth trompst. But Augustine’s spirtuslization of the
millennivm ==t the sround for othars to concluda that the chch’ 2 kingdom baran with the Fioman bizhop's ascanszion to powar
in the sixth century. Thersfore, Foome could still be viewed a: “the stemal city,” just liks during passn times.

EFiEE, FENESETEETILCHAEIBNE L AHNER., I—TE%, BT FESoES
FEES . Lt T S (R AR . EinHEATEAEENTE (e HE) . £R
WTE—ISHEEEAE. EFEFIRSANEE Batuof Lishana (8 55 ., R LTEIZST
FHEFHAE. EASETHTRENREEESNEG ) BRET 258 0T —Fib, e EES
TFEZHEFEZFEEN. B, FEMESIAREZRE". NRESUEENN—&.

If wa adapt Augustina’s fiscus to the pressnt day, it would imply that the word will not be dastroyed. It will instead ba
convertad. The cument papal system’s tremendous offort to unite all of the mlipion: and nations of the wordd under itz
leaderzhip iz the result of this spiritualistic foous fom the Middls Agss. Tha Bible, howsver, daclares that thiz word willnot ba
convertad and that it will be destroved. The miszion of the true church of Christ iz to =xtend the preaching of the gospal az a
“lifesaver” toall those who would like to be saved fom a “ship™ that iz predicted to 200n sink.

DERNEFASTETHESTET, INERIERILL0 8N, TEFSEFBLIENEK. B9
HENEFERAS TENTESERTRENES. MEEEFEZERER{IEBEE £ B,
EEBFEFR-MERTSEN. EHEEN. AENERHEAENEFESHI 5, GARTIEEN
FEREFL LR “H" FEIER A8 “HERT .

Once again worthy of the judgmentsof God
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Beginning in the tenth contury, many starbed to peslize that the antichrist prophesied in 2 Thessalonisn: 2 and in the visions of
Dianial and John in Favelation was the Fomsn bishop himealf During the first f&w canturiss of the zacond millanniem | many
raligioe: movements (including the Waldenza: and the Friends of God —wronely namad the Cathars) were condsnmed and
bumed at the stake for having the andacity to deny the prevailineg theoloey of Aumetine of Hippo. Their preaching =ignificanthy
offendad papsl Fooms bacaeza theay claimad the true church of Chriztwa: notruline over tha asrth. Instead it was the antichrist. Fos
those proups, Foome was the great apocalyptic harlot that prostituied hersalf with the kines of the earth (Fav17:1-2).

NAEEZ A FE AR RIER RS RN R IR UHER rRFaRE N ELERNS
FETAASHHERE EEFSEHE). EEI-TEARONL-MELZ, ITEFHED (AR EAE
AR EFH AR —HER A FREAEF AEEENED ERRESTSNETHARERS
FTHWEREMEZIERAMLT . £IIFEHHIELNTFSHE., ERENEZNAEEFSEHE
FAEE ERFEE. AR HEE ENNSRENEERE. ATILEERE. FEEETERORE
o, ECER HEE—ATE (5 17:1.2) .

Towards the end of tha first Christian millennivm a: had beon the caza during the first fow centuries of the Chriztian ara
Fiome waz agsin 22an a: a kingdom worthy of the judements of God bacanza of ber crimes and now becanzs of her apostasy.
Therefora, if Fiome represantad the kingdom of Satan as the “prince of this wodd™ (Jobn 12:31; 14:30), then the trumpsts of
Roavalation could be ditactly appliad to har. Butwhan?

EE T ERUTFNAERE, EREFHFASIL-MEENRE & FEERSHs—2
EFICFFANIE, EApHETESEAEERY. EF. DEFEMAEFER ERHAT
T EE (£712:31;14:30) , DL BETFEALSHEERERE. EfifEEE?

Looking for historical avidanca, Protestant reslized that Wastsm Fiome had come to an end during the fifth cantury after

four significant strikes from the Barbarian ammiss. Fome was dlso being punizhed by God by masne of hMuslim imvasions, first
the Saracens {or Asshe) and then the Turks since the 13th century, who posssssad unmiztskable charactoriztics that had boan
reprazantad in the fifth and zixth trompatz. By looking for the fulfillment of biblical prophacy fn the hisray of Christinity, thay
began to call themsslves Ristoriciss.
L EF EFAEDT. EEFHESFASAE. FAEEES) FFEEID EFRIEE
LEMTEEL, EAFTEEIXNE AT STREIAVHLETE. BlTERGOTIREIET
EATEREE, RIFRFECAGESF—oFn "GERE . (BZTERIL: TEENLIE%EH
iLFE MUEEWNEE:ETES. E45 NERNMERERFENS. HFSEEZHAFEONE
HRENFLEFFHE RIS TE. BES 08 il SfnEie sFEs  FES"
T REHNERAEEREAZ NS REAERE G . EEREE, XEE "R “RE
T, BEREH FRERIEZSHEFAEERSRL )

This histaricis foous on the tempsets bacames the classical Protestent appooach from it very beginning, espacislty throughthe 1 76
to 196 cenniries. However, during the 20t ceantury itwas shandoned for either prererim (the balisf that sverything was fulfillad in the
past, of simply that thara iz no 125l prophacy but rather an infarpe=tation of the historical simation witnessad by the prophet during the
first contury’), o flunoton (the balisf that it if anything was fulfilled inhistory, but instesd will be fulfilladin the firnes).

e FESEINESHREN TSN FAEEE T L. FIEE T E IV EEF. &
M., FWESZ. E8RET ENENEFFELESEFRI S (EELAETUEEL£E
DlErRs, FEESANIFEINANES, MEMLIAEE—HEMERAMDNANES) . 1—HE
s AR (CAEREENTEFEAT EMER, EEEEN— VI HERFESRLZE .

FPreterism was adoptad by the Protestants slong with the influence of “higher™ criticizms raized assinst the literary
statements of tha 5oriptures. Thesa oriticizms ware wsad to dany the divine inspiration of the Bible.

FHHENRENAESFET T HI-EENFER MR “METFTEZ L AME. ToEmy
FEX L ESHRREEVZENRIET.

Futurism was adoptad by conzarvative Evangalicals undar the influsnce of The Scgffeld Reference Bible (1900 and 1917).
Iromically, thess two proposals, preverion and flowrism cams fom Catholic intsrpestations during the zscond half of the Mliddls
Apmez. Catholics had proposad thos= interprstations to confiont the Protestants” hisraricism that continwed to interpest Fome
{=wan mode 20 during itz papal ar3) as the tarmat of God's judements.

S e

FUNTSU
FEELFRRE AL LR AREFARE,

.
| FUJITSU



ETRESE FUEFEES (VR ER 1T E) (iEETRET £F#:. ST R E®RNE,
EEAEU JELANERS. IEAFEFELZ TEAORIHEEE. FXYETRcSERR
I MES FES BER FELEAFESAFLD (EEMEMEREND SRS EFFAMERE.

Seventh-day Adventists are basically the only remsining heirs of the Protestant’ historicist approach. Despite the influenca of
the other two streams of inErpestation that have at times taksn toot in some of it members, the Chrch a= a whols has not
ahandonad historicizm. In fact, itmaintsine thiz appooach when addressing the messames tothe saven churches, the saven seals, and
tha z=ven trumpets of Fevalation. Forthammoda, it reaffirmad thiz approach in 1848 during a convention of Adwventizt Billical
Conferencaz. They saw the first fowr tiempets rapresantad in the barbarisn invasions of imperis]l Foms, and the newt two trompets
intheMm]imw.miommtheapmmeChja&mR.m" This view mmﬂmedawemlﬁminacmmﬂm namead by the
Canara]l Confaranca (1883), © and in massaps: given in many of itz sessions {1801, 10057 10057 and 10417

ERFhTE0cEs CEFHNGELESRESTHNE—SEE). REREFIREMEAERNE
EEFEHRFAE Bt EEFEFOERLE. F5xL, EEERgFFELME ©
HOMLISHAFEELNERETENFE. £ cE IR FHNEREREENLHEEFTE
BrE. ARSI ISEESFHMILREOEREAE, LEETERSERNSEANEESNE
EHEFLHMAE. FEe (1B E) fEf—1FReT, LEERTSLUEE (1901£, 1903 £,
1905 ££70 141 £ FRAERAEEF. SRERTE—NS-

The danger of spiritualizing the divine punizhments of the trumpets

A For mare dedaiks see A Tremver, T Seals and e Tinew pes, 381
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AL Cwven requesed in the Fifth Sesting { Now 11, 1535 3080 of the Crenenal Confernce Session, io lay bedone the Confesznce bis viewson the inampes,
10 ged their comreead and advice. The chairappointed o commitiee of ten, with |iriah Smith amoog them. |n the twelih and hineest meetings | Hov 19), it was
repoiried o dhe aseemihy had fhe commiies sn “no occskon i charge fram e viens we bave fomerhy endeniomed, espacially asihe proposed vien &, in gher
Jusgrnent wec nptural. aned wonld ure itk some of ithe mcet u'npwn ared famcamental poinis of o faith.” Crenem | Condfesmc ¢ Balletin

By IRESeRANEENSN eeFu AN E T8 PERESCSHTESNNS ’%E&f‘-'ﬁ‘ L EE AT LR
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e TENUEAEENR S Sttt in . EEnn RS &&ﬁ‘ﬂ?ﬂﬂ? ;Eéﬁ.ﬂﬁﬂ:f!ﬂﬂ—ﬁh
BRREINE ST SoER.

& M. Haskell, i dhe shinty-fomrth Sesgion of the G said m a Bible Smdy, April 4 1901, 10:43% an: 1 & the freth condained in these words
[Rev 10:09), developed by odber porbors of Scripiere, ghai hes ai dhe very fosndation of oor exisience as o desoommation” Genena ] Conference
Halletin. He mentioned the dates of 1533 for the fulfillment of the sioh seal {Hew &), 1340 for the fulfillment of the sooth tnemped {Hev 95, and 1544
fior dhee imitiall fukfillmend of the sevenith nemped {Rev 11

AN BT EEESTOEeE e TenFefa S oF s BESFA o " IS fEaaswa
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A1OW_ W Prescodt, inthe Thinne-fifth Sescion of dhe GO in bis sermon " The Time and the Woark™ {Marnch X7, 1903, T230pm b corsidered the avents
of Amged 11, 1240, and (eiober X2 1544, “lndmarks o Advenisi Hisorne " Prescodl domghi Lotin and Greek before gradwating. He was presideni
and co-fomnder of several collegges {Batike Creel, Lincoln . Walls Walls, Avondale), and president of the General Conference. For bim., the firs four
tmarnpets bad do do wnith dhe dowmfall of Western Imperial Kome and the setting wp of the fen Beropean kingdons ender papal apostasy. The fifith and
sith nempeds had wo do with ghe dommfall of Eastern Imperial Home and setting wp of the ofher apestasy, Mobammedan Religion {1skmp. Tomee
boih of dhese apoctasies, (rod raiked the Soventh-day Adventid Charch with God's final mesage

RN ST TR ENERITANTE N RS (1 S B r S, TR L U E S e 8 BN 5
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YA G Damielk, president of ghe General Conference, in the Seventh Sexcion of the Ministerial Institete {May 19, Dlam, 1904}, gave o message
entiiled:  *The Mimsiry and ghe Feld. Ingpiring fhe People do finssh e work i both Home and Foretsn Felds® He emphasored shai dhe sib
tramped of Hev 9 reaches o Amgest 11, 1340 Hevelition 10 annoences the seventh tramped and the great dimappointment (fram 1540 i 1844}
Heveltion 11 deaks wiith the Seventh trempet:  from Choiober 22 1544 io dhe cooming of the Lord. OF. Advessier Review and Sehbarh Herald

Eedit s GRERNESCESTHECEBEA (suF35 8 5EF 0 £ HET—TUL €5 "ST sk, EREET
EEAMIET. EREEERE: BNERSE 0 F A1 SRE. EER 0 ERETE R NTRE (4 150 FE 20 FL
TSR U EZATEET J i F 0 s mSEEREE oF TESEESeSES.

 H.ML S Richards, Sr_ gave the second Friday evening sermon {hame &, 1940, Td3pm pof the (i Congress. He emphasized that we ane Invving in
the i pan of ghe seven chiarches, of the seven szak, and of the seven rempets . OF. Adientder Review and Sahbarl Hevald
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For a thousand years during the Middle Agss. a spinfuaizing sysem of inefpretation sllowsd the papacy to eign suprems
in Foome without fesling condsmnad by the apocalyptic prophecies. Even popas wamed the massss showt the future antichrist
that would come after the fall of the Fomsn Empire, ezzantislly irnoring the fact that they themsalves smbodied it with the
zvztem of worshipthay camiad out among the Chriztiane.

EFELZf—TFEE, —HESINESLERHEFFOETEN L LOE. MA<ERE0HE
ErFEk OREMERASNE. EXEEIEwERixTForERC AL fsEdEz o 2ild
Ex R —E AR T ET R RN ENER T SRR,

What's swprising iz that many ae fElling in the zame trap today. As was the caza in the Middle Apes, for many
individuals, the projections mada by the apocalyptic propheciss are becoming increasingly vaswe and ambigeous. Foms can
thus dizguiza horzalf amsin and prevent us fom zosing her throne a= that of the davil on earth (Foev 13:2-3). If we coms to dany
thiz we would fail to a2 tha fulfillment of the trempsts a2 judements of God fElling on Fome for what sha ha: dona. 5aid the
prophat: “T zaw that the woman (the harlot, the Church of Roms) was drunk with the bleod of zaints, and with the bleod of the
witnaszas of Jasus" (Fav 1T:6[INASE]; 222 dlzo Eph 5:23-32).

& IEFHE. &4 AaBATRASMAER . EndEopata—&. 3T A %R, 55F
FEREMEFENAETEREECENREERAN . EFE. FOMSENEg REEaCHE L2
HENEEW AR CERREATE (F 13:2-3) . NEERNF VIE—F, 2T &AL EFES SREHN
HEES s EMFA ST EHE L. R HE 2RI T EE S EF DR R T
ERFMANMAESFREZ AMAL” (5 17:6: 1K 3 5:233D) .

It's important to kesp in mind that the tendsncy to spirmtualze the propheciss of Fevelation doss not only taint the
appcalyphic subject matter. It dlso taint: many other doctrines of the Christian chunch. Adventizm was, iz, and will continus to
b= 3 reac tion asainst the spirituslization of the davs of creation, of the incamation and the reswmaction of the Son of God, of the
mataris] reality of heaven and of the heavenly sanctusry {azainst pantheizm), of the prophecies of Fevelation, and of any other
thaoty that appaars to deny the eality of the gospsal s meszama. Az Ellen White wamead:

EENEELE AETRIEETREUERNE—BRFAEET EREeTHRONEE. vt
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"Eouwriows soreilc Bheonas ane DOMmang n s & treat ;nthe gt Seaing away DS EnOimanies s wndsnminong e poilvs of our tatn- Tha
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n its first phasa, the Foman Empire wa: characterized by pasan oppozition to Chriztisnity. Consaguently, one would
axpact the first four trempats to f3ll mainby on pasanizm. It iz inEresting to note that sven tha Cassars who suppoeadly
had comverted to Christianity maintsined the paran ceremondes of the empire when they exercized their authority.
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Spiritual strength for the trial
Bk mER N E
Jesuz pr=parad Hiz churches with spiritnal messamss that would allow them to endure the terrible persacution that was ahout
to unfold among them. Az we recall that the trumpsts ar= 3 responss to the oukry of God's peopls suffering undsr the
tribulation, it would bahoowve us t0 kesp 20ma texts in mind.
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“In fact the tims & coming whan anyons who kills you will think they ars offering a service to God.”™ “In this world you will havs
troubla. But take haart! | hawe ovarcoma the world™ (John 162331 °l am sanding you out liké shesp among wolves™ “You will ba
hated by swsryons becawss of ma. but the one who stands firm to the and will be sawed.” “Whoswar doss not take up thair crosz and
follow ma & not worthy of ma ‘Whoawvar finds thair [fa will lose it. and whoawar losas thair life for my sake will find it™ (Mat
1016 2738-39). “F the world hates you, kaap in mind that it hatwsd me firt” “Remambar what | told you: “A sarvant i not greater
tham his mastr” | thay parsscutad ma thay will parssoute you akso™ (dohm 15:18 20
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The apostle Paul suffered under the first tribulation of Foome. During such herdships he encowrased the church and its
dizcipla Timothy with the following words:
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“Far it meame to ma that&od has put we apostle on disply at the and of the procaion, like thosms condamned to diein tha arana. Wa
hawve besn mads a spactacks to tha whols univarsa. to angeizas wall 2= to humanbaings” |1 Cor 4:3). “Vow howavar, know_ my way of
lifa. my punposa. faith, patens. lowe, andurance. parsscutions. suffarings . tha parssoutions | andurad. et tha Lord rescued mafromall
of tham. In fact. ewaryons who want to live a godly lifain Chrct Jamues will be parsscuted {2 Tim 3:10-17).
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In the bopk of Fevalation, aboveall things, the spiriteal emphasiz iz placed on those who suffer in order to prevent their faith
fiom wavaring. In the opsning chapters, Jasu: introduces Himself a: having endured daath shead of them and reassure: them
that bacanzs Ha was rzizad from among the dead, they ton would one day live azsin.
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Theea ars tha words of him who & the Firct and tha Lazt, who disd and came to life again: | know your affiction= " Do mot ba
afraid of what you ars abouwt to suffer. | tall yow, the davil will put zomse of you in prison to test youw, and you will suffar parsacution..
Ba faithful. swanto tha point of daath, and | will giva you Irfnz.'i,nurvicb\:hr':,crwﬂn.‘ {Raw 2B.10).
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of Favalation John identifies himealf with those already suffering under the terrible pasan perzaqution coming, fom the Foman
Empire, and in vizion be ze0s the final victory of those who suffered becanes of remaining faithfil to the divine testimory.
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*L Do, your brothar and oom panion in the suffering and kingdom and pa tient endurancs that are owrs in Jesie, was on the Eland
of Patmos bacause of the word of God and the testimaony of James” (Raw 1-9). °| saw the soulsof those who had besn behesadad for
tha testimaony of Jemues and for tha word of God.. Thay cama to fe and reigned with Christ for a thowsand years” {Raw 204 ESV) “and
thiay will raign for avar and awar™ (Rav 22-3).
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Druring the thisd century, Tartullisn {an esrly Christian writer lnown a: “the foundar of Wastem theoloey,” give: avidance
of bow Christian: were multiplving becanze of the harodic witness of those still snduring martyrdom fior theis Load. “[You may]
Lill ue, tortur= us, condamn us.. . Your injustica is the proof that we ae innoc=nt . hmdnea.}wmlalt} avail vou. The
oftener we are mown down by vou, the mod= in nember we grow; the blood of Chriztisns iz ssad.”™
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All of thaza words of faith, courasa and trust in God during times of afliction ware given to the Church 2o that it could
overcome the persacution. But, what wa: God goding to do to prevent the troe chrch of the Losd fiom being complataly wipad
out by the tribulation” How was Ha to restrsin the wrath of Satan that was being poured out on Hiz people through Foman
paganizm? God revaalad thiz in the first four trumpets of Favslation. Wa should racall that thoss judgments coms fom the
heavenly templa, and are directly relatad to the intsrcezzion of Christ (Foev B:24; 222 dlsp Hab 7:25).
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The first trumpet’'
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The first army that was to doscond on the Wastom Fioman Empirs iz described az “hail and fite mined with blood™ (Fev 8:7). In

ancient times, thiz zame terminnlogy was al=o usad by prophsts to reprezant tha other armias that wers invading nations no longsr
posseszing God's proective power (Tza 28:2; 30:30; o2 also Eze 38:21). A third of the sarth, of the tress, and of the zreen grass
wa bumead up 2= a result of this judement (Foav B: 7). Thiz confirms that the destruction would not vat be complsta. Of the threa
capital: of the Empdire (Fooms, Constantinopls, and Foavenns), only Fioms was attacked inthe first trommpet.
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All aggea that the first Barbarian genersl to invads Fome was king Alsric of the Visigothe. That invasion marked the
beginning of the empire’s daclina. Bome have notad that the Vizigoths came from the frozen lands of northem Evrops which,
for soma, coincidas with the description of kail. King Alsric basieged the city of F.ome thres times beginning with the start of
wintar in the year 408, untilhe manassd to panatrata it walls in the vear 410.
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The struggls batwesn Clristisnity and passnizm was not yet over in Fome. Mot only were Christians attending pasan
worship zarvices, but pasans thems:slves ware attempting to regsin powsr not long bafore king Alaric struck the city. The
Vizipoths wers Arian Christiane, and for that res=on they did not profne the Christisn templos. But they wreakad considarshla
havor on the pazan: in Foma, leading many parans to 2aak refiga in Cheistian chunches.
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During these attacks, largs sactions of FRome were bumed. The Gamdens of Sallust, Fome’s hemriondy landscapad ploasure
Earden: contsining larga forests owned by the senators. were alzo bumed up. When the ssnators sttempied to intimidate king Alaric
with hintz of what the shesr number of citizens mirht do, he lanehed and respondad: “The thicker the hay, the sasier mowed™
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In the contawt of judement, tress can slso portray the prids of the inhabitmts shout to ba dastroved (Tza 2:12-14; 10:33-34).
Seqular hizstoriane state that the Barbarian Vizimoths were astonizhed at the pride shown by the Fomans. They would boast of
thair glodie: and imasinary victoriaz of the past and refirzad to shandon their country despita baing killad like sheap, and despita
being exhanstad by 20 much blepdshed. During thiz massacrs, the Fomsns summoned their gods, those ancient Fooman gods
that supposadly daliverad them canturias bafra. But their fate was coming, their fl1 had baun.
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The zecond trumpet™
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The zacond trempst dee: not desoibe the ipvazion of the south by an amy fiom the fozen lands of northemn Ewrops, but
inziad describa: an invasion coming fom the hot Llands of Africa Jobn zess it a: “something likaa bugs mountsin all shlaza™
that this time f&ll: “into the ees™ (Fav B: ). Using similsr terminoloey, the prophet Jeremish slso representad a kingdom that was
striling others downas being the “destrovingmountsin™ (Tar 51:25). The fact that*a third of the shipes ware destroved” 1=vasls that
it had to do withnaval battles that sffactad the maritime commercs and contaminatad the waters with blood (Fav 8:9).
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The zacond invasion of Fooma came from Genseric, king of the Vandal:, who astablizhed hiz headquarters in northem Africa
Thiz king govamad over the Vandals fior half 3 contury, from 428 to 477, History remembers him a: “the fearad king of the sea
the temos of the izland: and of the navigatorz ™ Being the mood pirate he was, he quidkly took poszassion of the maritime
commernce and leotad countlass citiss and coastal nations.
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Two enoemons Foman flests tried to cruzsh Genseric, one formed in Fome and the other in Constentinople. The latter was
the greatast Byzantine flest aver prepared. It consizted of mog= than a thowsand veszals traneportine an amy of 104, 000 chosan
wamiorz. [tz damiza cost the emprire half of it: atmy, and allowed Genzaric to continoe hiz wordk of pounding and destroying the
Fooman powers.

AEEAHFRANZEEREFEN., —TEF LT A ETTETE. EEEF RUER
FEAELSEAN. CEE—TE£EEE 10 TS malsE. ZAMASRETFES 2T,
FHEEFERSSEETMESS SHEATE.

Historisn: arres that “from that time, the Westemn empire was lost. Deprived of her dominion on the Centrsl part of the
Maditorranean, Constantinopla could do no mose for Foma ™ It was thus that in the vesr 435, the capital of the apcient word
3w a sacond Barbarian king within it walls, azsin looting and rsiding the many riches found thersin,
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Theare ar= rapords of Genzaric keaping youns, robust men from the pillasad citiss alive on hiz ship, with the intention of
beheoading them out in the opan sea, and casting their bodies into the waters. He alzo gave his generals and soldiers the younger
womsan for them to take a: wives. When on board hiz fightsning shipe, he aszigned no direction of bearings to the captain,
stating that “the wind and the waves would lead them towsrd thoss who God has forzaken, ™
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Genzaric was an Asian Christisn but, in hiz mind, the Cathaic: were also paran:s, 20 ha persaqutad both, and looed and
diestroyed their temples. Diespite the number of conturies separating ws from him hiz ool snd savase boutality parzists aven to
thiz day with tha terms “vandsl™ and “vandalism™ Also noteworthy iz how saversl hisiriane have describad him, among them
the skeptical and imsligiows Gibbon, who concludad that “in the destruction of the Foman Empire, [Genzaric] has dasarved an
egual rank with the names of Alaric and Attila ™ The third aszailsnt mentioned by Gibbm iz precizely the one involved with
the next trompsat
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The third trompet’’
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If tha first atmy was to come fom the cold lan.dsofnmr.h-ml Europa, and the zacond fiom the hot lands of northem Africa,
the third atmy was to coms from the east, like the stars. The symbol of stars that participate in an ammy = destruction of ensmy
foroas was aleady usad in Old Testament acc ounts (Judess 5:20-21).
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In what type of environment did thiz amy devalop bafode invading the Foman Empirs? Thiz star, o amy, iz =aid to &l on
tha rivers and the springs of watsrs, “blazing likaa toech.™ Fivar: and springs are generally considared to ba fountaine of health
=nd life (Dt B:7-B; Pz 1:3; 36:8-0, =tc). Under T.h-'- invazion of the Huns, howaver, thay were transformed inte fountsins of
bittemazs {322 Prov 25 25 i dzo Prov 5 :3-4; Am 5:7; 6:12, =tc). Hence the a=sociztion with the Womwood {Fuavw B:10-11). Thi=
iz espacially sesn in God’ 5p1m:shmtccf1—1153pmtst=snd aorurzad kingdom of Todsh (Lam 3:15,18)
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The Huns: mlad by Aftila ware Asisn: and not aszociated with a Gemmanic triba. That iz why hiztory identifiss tham a=
invading the Foomsn Empire fiom the asst. Their travel slong the rivers of the empire had been pecosnized from the very
beminning by tha fact that they came fiom the rerions sumounding the Volgariver. Even though they travalad extensivaly, thay
did mot change their practices when they establizhed themsalves in forsign lands. Similar to other groups of paopls, their kiztory
confirms the fact that time after time paople saldom change their culture when they mova.
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Aspund the yaar 440, the Hune: moved from the Black Sea towsards the Danube river, and on their way attacked severs] citiss
slong the river. When they crossad the Danube thay demelished the cities of the Foman province of Dlyricem, that span the
tamitory betwean the Diin river (cumently Albanis), and the Sava river to the nodth {cumently Slovenia and Croatis). Attila
finally sattled slong the margine of the Poriver in the Itslisn penineula.
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Attils likad to refar to himsslf a: “the scowrgs of God,” a lsbal that actually becams one of hiz 1eal tiflss. He alzo enjoyed
zaying the followine: “Tha 51313&].1._ the earth trembles. I am the hammer of the wordd, and in the spot where my bogza troads,
tha grazz shall naver prow azain™”
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Thiz genaral destroved mors than 3 hundrad cities leaving them without any inhabitants after dacapitating sven thair children,
A zimilsr numbar of other cities were spared if they aread to pay lage tributes. Among these was Fome itzelf Attils and hiz
amy thus stripped many cities of their most valued objects and their riches, including their most baautiful voung ladies and
voung men which were taken as zlaves. To do thiz he mlisd on an amy of 700,000 fesrsome warriors, a force peactically
1mpms:bh o £1op. In the s:mp1=pmua':al of the ssar of Patmos, thiz bacama 2 r2sl Wormwood for the Foman populations
dwalling by the rivers’ margine.
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Sinca tha year 444, Attila has besn callad “the most powarful man of Evrops.™ “In 453, his death fread the smpirs from
tha _!,maiee.t danger in hizoay "
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The fourth trompet*’
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The fourth invading ammy shares a similar description with that used by Ezskial the prophet, when he refsrenced the f&ll of
the Eryptian Empire after an invazion of troops (Eze 32:7-9). However, in the fourth trumpst, only a third part of the splendes
of the heavenly bodiss iz fi gurativaly affacted (Fav §:12).
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John thus refarz to the Wastern Flomsn Empire’s finsl blow in the year 478, received thiz time by Odoacsr, the first
Barbarian of Germanic king of Ttaly. Fionmlus Aurustns, the youny and wesk Foman emperor, was forcad to give up his throna,
Tha Senata then had to gpprova hiz ahdication some tima bafoge it tob ceazad itz fimctions. In thiz way, “tha line of Waztem
empaods cams to sn end ™ Maver ag,amnﬁ:e emparods to mile over Fome.
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However, tha Foomsn Empira’s splendor was not completaly aliminatsd. Omly a third of the smpdite f8ll, namaly, Fome. The
other two capitals, Favenna and Comstantinople, survived much lonser. © Tt should al=o be notad that the emperor was feguently
raprazantad by the sun, the consulate by the moon, and the senata by the stars. Jammmme himealf that femons tranelaig of the Bibla
mmmmmmmmmmnfmmmm ‘glorions sun of the world™ was being “put owt™
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What becama of that ancisnt pasan rsligion? The woezhip of the sun, the moeon, and the stars (to thiz day pressrvad in the
nams: of the wesk) was transformad to the vensration of popss, virgin:, and saints, who all wore the figwre of a starbehind their
heads. Tharesult was a hybrid r=ligionthat was neither complstaly pazan nos really Chriztian,
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Barbarian tribes. The Foman bishop bacams the sucoessor of the Cassars. And despite papal attsmpts to restore the ancient
glory of the pagan world, they wara unshls to fully attain such splendor for many reazons. One of the reasons has to do with the
fifth invadingamy, represantad by the fifth trumpst of Favalation.

BTG R THEAS EFRR ErEFSFRETIERS Y. FLEfElaEss. B
FHENERRESHESTHITERE EETELEE RlTemesHEZHEE. Ef—4
FESTUEFREIZSAEEN. BT EBFIE =R

39 7. paramr, The Age of Faitk (19M00, 39
W H_“ (M E3 (1950 | =9

40 . Firemme, I, 4154200

TOEWE L asazl
' hor more detaiks see A Tretver, T Seals and e T pas, TR0LER4

R A RY (R Stkw) 2oz
" In Ravenra shers was anexarchake In Corstantinopk fved the Fastern Roman Emperor {Havenna was b semmer residence b In Bome, the

amthority of the popes wonkd emenge

TEFERTEEETLEE, EETETESAETFEAT (RS ALNEETE) . EFE, QATFTERE

FUNTSU
ERER FRAERR BEY EESFARE
FRE+EBEE, AEANFATFLTLIRRE



CHAFTER VI

HUSLINTERROR OVER TRE
RENANS OF TREROMAN ENPIRE
B
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. uring tha fifth century, the powar of the Caszars in the ancisnt city of Fiome came to an end. During the zixth

| comtury, in both the East and the Wast, “a union was formed betwesn Christisnity and pagamizm™ The

opprassive character of the Cassars s00n reappearsd in the Wast, now in the charactsr of their succassors, the

popa: of Fome. As such, the szame spirit of intolersnce wa: now reflacted by both the Chrizstisn Eastern empeross of
Consntinopls and the popaes of Fome.
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The pops of Fome was daclared to be the “head of all of the churches™ by the Easten emperor. Thizs led many to worship
him az if ha wara Chrizt himself when in reality he was an impostor comupying Chrizt's placs in His church {compars Col 1:18
with 2 Thes 1:4). To thiz was added the worship of graven imases that distract people fom the main objective of
worship—peaizing the Godhead. In addition, the day of rest was changad from Sabbath to Sundsy undar the authority of the
zo-callad vicar of God. As the pagan belisf in the nates]l immortality of the soul wa: incorposated indo the Foman fmith, the
conoapt of atemal hall emargad. Thiz view tamribly damase:s the character of God bacanse no sane resson can accapt that God
would ever allow Hiz children to suffer stemally for what they did during the shodt lives thay lived. All of this was patt of a
peried of time when the most outrassous liss weare conoocted.
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Papal tyranny was now cloaked in the guizs of holy Christisnity. Also during the zixth century, the humble Christisns of
Sootland that refiizad to submit to the authority of the popas recaived the following theeat: “If you will not racaive besthren who
bring vou peace, you shall receive enemie: whe will bring you war. If you will not unie with us in showing the 5axons the way
of lifa, vou shall receive fom them the stroke of death * It wa: not in vain that E. G White wiote sbout the new typs of
Fooman power that was surfacing: “That gigantic sysem of &= mligion iz 2 mastsrpiece of Batan’s power—a monument of hiz
aiforts to 2ot himsslf upon the throne to mls the sarth according to his will ™
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At the start of tha 2acond Chriztisn millennivm | the Waldanzaz “stond foremost™ in their resiztance to “the snoroa chments of
the papal power. ™ The Waldeneez manarad to survive in the most remots momtasine of northwestem Ttaly, amidst a violent
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opprezsion unleathed on them by papsl Fome. During the 16th century they joined the Protestant Foeformation. The “Friends of
Jezus" of “of God™ {or mode commondy callad “Albigeneas™) ware complataly exterminated by the new courts instituted by the
papial Inguizition. They bacame part of a faithfol group of over one million peopls who, during the 12th and 13th centurias,
cung to the Bible as the only source of faith and authority in mlisiow matters, and denounced papal Foome as being the trus
impostor pradictad by the Bible.
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Waz God to allow the countless crimes blasphemonsly committad undar the namea of Hiz Son to go unpundished? Wiould God
ot hear the martyrs oying out fior vengeanca over that apostats powsr (Foav 6:9-1077 Would such a raquest femain unanewead?
Would God not slready punizh that esrthly awthority persecuting His peopla?
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THE FIFTH TRUBPET
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While the first four trumpets wers describad in one of two verzes each in the descriptions of the fifth and sixth trumpets the
punichment iz greatsr, which iz why they taks up 21 verzaz (12 for the fifth and @ for the zixth). Jobn confirms thiz intensifrng
charactariztic by rerisering the judements of thesa two trempets a: “woes™ that were to extend ing the soventh trempet (Fav B:13;
©:1Z 11:14). Now the punishment was to 3]l on the power that would bringabout “the great tribulation™ of medisval times. Thait
Ereater punishment was the rssult of having mors revalation than the pagans precading them (22 Foom 2: 14, vat ztillchoosing to
brush it azide inosder to intarpoes themsal ves batwesn God and man (Tames 4:17; =22 John 9:41; Foom 4:15).
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The Foman bishops ascribad themselves the titles of the parsn emperors and joined the Barbarian kines to give rize to the
Ewropesn nations. Whate was heaven's punishment of thiz apoetazy and opposition to the troe goepsl of the Lord goding to come
from this time? The fifth trumpst annoumces it a2 coming fFom the East, uzing, tha zamea figure smploved to reprassnt the judement
of the third trempet. Thi=s tima, however, thestar that represents thi=s power doees not 5]l over the waters traneforming them in
fountsine of bittemsss, but rather descands in the abyss, out of which coms cursas aesinst the oppressive empire. Those cursaz
trmmzlaie intoarmises having the appesrsnce of loousts peady fior battle (Fuev ©:3; 22 aleo Jor 51:27).
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Saventh cantry history tecords the Dluslim invasions as succeading the Barbarian invasions of the piecading conturies.
Thosz= new invazions took place in the most unexpectad and subtle manner. The Muslims suddenly appeared out of nowhens,
“from the Abwss as was spacifiad by the apostls Jobhn (Fev 9:2). They came from the bamen sands of the Arshisn desart.
Already during the 8th contury, the Muslim conguasts drew the attention of Beatus of Lishana, espacislly bacamza of the
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EBiblicsl description of homzemen multiplving lile loousts (Fav 9:3.7,9). Thoss horzsmen amaringly describad the Arshian
Saracen hogdes that were now invading the empire from the East (2e2 Tude &:5; 7:12; Iza 353:4; Joal 2:4).

ELEZRRCREST N EEERABHEREHAAE. TEFHAELUEEEFEMRT
LR e, EnEROBMERIRE (592, SERES “WE™ . EiIREEFEER
PESTANK. FEIEE, SFHNTERIENE SHNES Beatus of Lébana FiZE . TEER
TESF TEEFHHEFr ETNER (EFF 23,79 . $AEEHEILEEERSE s
FEFURERETSIFEFTARTE (M T6:5T1LEIF4IEIA) .

The smoke that emergad fom the abyss “liks the smoke from a gigantic fivnace ™ “dekening “the sun and =ky,” inoeazad
the dafdma:zz of the Middle Agss that ooowmed especislly in Ewropa ® The fEll of Fome and the appstasy that snzued in
Christianity wara followsd by increasing dadmes: with the Muslim invasions. The description of the :make darkening the sun
glzo ze=ms to be a clesr indication of bell {compare Gan 19:28 with Juds 7). In fact, Jobhn ses: the smoke of torment (that
pumizhes the wickad at the end of the word) al:o rizing up towands heaven until it vanizhes forever (Fav 14:11; 18:9-10).
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Butin thefifth trompst we are still pot at the snd of the wordd. From the smoke amiss arizs that thresten the “infidals™ of
the world with temmos {222 in the Eoran Suraz 3:144; 16:61; 25:54). Actuslly, no other book threastons it readers with the
torment of hell a= doos the Kotan. There iz practicslly no pase there whete the infidels are not theeatened with hell. The BJIuslim
amisz fagaived a vengaful mizsion assinet tha infidels in their very devotionsl book. Lat us keap in mind that for Mohammed,
the infidalz were aspacislly the Jows and Christisn comverts.
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The huskime vsad helmats covarad in goldthat wars at times dacorated in different ways. Sometimas they took on the shapa of
a orown {zea Fuav 0:T). Accordine tozome authods, thoes halmets were mads to ressmble their mosques” poldon dome.
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The Muslim soldier’s ammor was made out of iton (ze= Fev 9:0). Thiz zame material aven coverad their hoszes. The
“gopdpion’ s torment fefamed to by the fifth trompeat (Fav 9100 vividly reflacts the kind of war tacticz that has always
characterizad Izlam. Their approach has slways been to ambush and carry out unempectad attacks in onder to wasken the spemy
amy. They would then r=treat and allow a larger army to engase inthe main battla. Their teath described a= “limn’s testh™ iza
svmbol of their farocity, and was previously uzad by the prophsts of old (Flaw 9:8; a2 Toal 1:6).

BEFLIENETEFSEMEN (AE 90 . EERNFARNHHFIZECHNIN. EIXSE
EUEFCHE (B0l £PRERTFE=NSITARSEE. EIFRTENAE AT HETE
#, LAIEET. BRElNe Bt EEEELAF IR AZERS. E8F S8R W8T
&7, BENGEARE FHIESNANDNFER (598 K F1:6 .

The five prophenc months

ZFBEA
If wa carsfully read the description of the fifth trumpst, we will 222 that it predicts two invasions sncompassing the zama
peried of tima™ Whereas the first invasion reflactz a paradon of combined mercy and torment, the second place: maore
emphasiz on it destructive character (Fav 9:4-5,10-11). Thi= was what peecizaly teok place with the two Muslim invasions of
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the Foman Empire, namesly, that of the Arshisn Saracens during the Tth and Bth centuriss, and that of the Ottoman Turdes during
the 14th and 15th canterises.
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Pintestsnt intsrpreters during the hliddle Ases dizcoversd that berinning with Mohsmmed®s first sermon in the year 612,
until the founding of Baghdad (the “House of Paaca™) as the capital of the Abbasid Empire in the yesr 761, exactly five
prophatic months {five months of vears, totaling 150 vears) wara fulfillad ™ Thizmatchss the apocalyptic principls that one day
f=prazents one year, 8 was widely recognized by medieval Jews and Christians alike. At first, Barhdad was to be characterized
by paaca, Dot wa.
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From the military’s parspective, all hisioriane sat the date of 532 az the year sipmsling the berinning of the Islamic expansion
undar tha ogdarz of Abu Balo. If we count forward 150 vears fom that point, we arive at the year 782, What happenad then?
Hamum al-Fashid, who would become Baghdad's powerful caliph, amived with his army to the very deos of Constantinopls, the
capital of the Eastern Foomsan Empirs. Orther previous attsmpts that also reached the doors of Constantinopls had failad. But
Hamm succesded and prefomed zigning a peacs tresty instead of continweing the war, which affactivaly changed the policy of
tormenting people as was stated in Fevalation
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Thiz zama caliph devalopad a diplomatic parmerhip with Charlomamma the king of the Frank: who foundad the Holy
Fooman Empire in the West. In the meantime Constntinople reinforced itz resistance and fread the south of Itsly and the
Maditermanean of all Mudim influenca. For good reason, hisiriane thus dapict Haun 3= the caliph that markad not only the
pask of huslim powsr, but alzo its decline.
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However, tha strugglas did not ceaza. Even =0, the Muslim: ware unabls to pull off a concerted fosce of invasion on their
own. Things changad latsr when they joined the Ottoman Turks near the end of the 13th cantury. On Tuby 27, 1290, Othman I
{or Ozman I}, the foundar of the Ottoman Empis, invadad the temitory of Micomedia™ EBeginning with that invasion, the
Ottoman Turks harsszad and “tormented™ the Eastemn Fomsn Empirs until they manased to complstsly overtake it. Everyons
aegeas that thiswas tha acond concartad Muslim expansion to strike the wodd of the “infidsls ™
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The conclusion of the 150 years since the year 1200 ooowmed in 1449, In that year thers wers two brothers who compatad
with aach othar to cooupy the empty throns laft behind by their father John Palsiclkes:. Ons of them  Constantine, askad the
Turcizh sultsn Murad I for authorization to be cowned a Fomsn emparor (thiz would be akin to an American candidate asking
tha Fussian prime ministsr for pamizzion to assume the presidency of the Undted Sttes). Thi: was taksn by historicist
interpratars of the trempsts a2 evidenca that the Easten Fomsn Empire had lostits indapendsnca. Tharefiore, this submizzion to
Nuslim authority by 3 Byzantine emparos would alzo indicats the baginning of the time of judement dasignated to the sixth
trempst, agsin by way of the Ottoman Tuordcs.
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Punishment of those who do not have the seal of God
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The judement of the fifth trumpst fall: on “the inhabitants of the earth™ who do not have the seal of God on their forsheads
{Fuav 9:4; 222 §:13). The “inhabitants of the sarth™ ae those who canza tha tribulation of the martyrs of the fifth zaal (Fav
§:0-107. Thay ar= thos2 who submit to the suthority of the Fiomsn antichrist for 1260 days/vears (Few 13:3-5,8; 1T: 5.
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What iz tha 2l of God? That s2al iz in His law (Iza 8:14), and iz to be engraved in the minds {comviction) and hands {action)
of the baliever that snters into a covenantsl elationship with God (Deut §:6-8; Hab B:10). Throurh the wods of the Holy Spirit,
God’ 2 law iz alzo written on thahaart {2 Cor 3:3). Tharsfora, God's judement in the fifth trompet flls szpacially on these who
Fnowr the law gf God and His revelarion yer appose if (ge2 James 4:17; John®:41).
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The prophat Diandsal predictad that the antichrizt that was to be astablizshed by the “baast™ {feprezanting the Foman Empira)
would attempt to change “the times and the laws™ (Dan 7:15; ze2 Fav 13:7-). Thiz wa: fulfilled when a change was mads to
the only commandmeant that r=fars 1o a sat tima maﬁpauﬁc da'- balongring to God a: the Creator and Fadesmar of thiz creation
{Ex 20:8-11). Tharsfors, thoss who keap the true Babbath belong to Him, and have the 2] of God = law on their forsheads {zes
Ex 31:13,17;Eza 20:12207. ) o
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During the first five conturies of Chriztisnity, many Christians continmed to kesp the seventh day holy peactically
avarywhara It's trus that early on there were some Christians of pazan origin that sl=o beean to honor the day in which the
pasan: worzhipad the sun, a: a way to distance themszslva: from the Jews. Thiz wa: mose cleardly manifastad when the empsanos
Constntine {the first emporos that adopted Christianity in the Foman Empirs) passed a law in the year 321 that required
Sunday to ba honosed. Even 20, citizens ware allowad to wodk on that day after participatine in the worzhip 2arvicas.
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Genarally spesking, the day of the sun did not oooupy the placs of Sabbath as the day of 1est until the Sth contury. During
that tims attempts to legslly impose a changs from Saterday to Sunday began in both the East and the Wast. Az a result, the
divine judgment pradictad by the fifth trumpsat was to &l sspacially on thoss asents sasking to une=al the law of God.
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“Pupyal edicts, general councils, and church ordinances sustsinad by zacular power were the staps by which the pasan
fastival attainad itz pozition of honor in the Cheizfian woald ™ Barinning in the §th cantury, such practicas were enforced by
law in France, Gemany, and Foome, and received well-lnown support fom the popes. MNumerons legend: were also invented
duting that tima to threat=n the violators of Sunday rest with presumad punizhments from God. Thos= lagends wers read by
bizshops in Spain, France, Italy, and in the Eastern Orthodox Churches ™ Thersfora, the same attitude of zesking to impose
Sunday whils profaning the saventh day Sabbath was slso 22on in Eastern Fome. However, some like the Armenisne, resiztad
Constemtinopla’s attsmpts to male them shandon their tree Sabbath ™
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The Llamic invasions were lannchad less than a century after Fiome bogan to openly desecrata the seventh-day Sabbath. As
a razult of the invasions, the Evzantins Empira lost a lot of temitory in theeast pereviowsly undar its jurizdiction. Also, bacanza
the Saracen: comceded a lot of liberties to the conguersd population:, many churche: bagan to experience freadom fom the
imperisl oppeeszion. Many other repion: in northem Africa (that had boon Chriztian up until theit invazion)) were al=o conguered
by the invading ammisz. The papacy al:o lost all of itz Catholic population: on practically the sntira Iharisn Panineula a= the
Iuslim conguests continued.
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Dnering the Bth cantury, the invasim: aven ssrionsly thisatenad the rerion noth of the Pyienss: mountin: Inown a: Gaul
{Francs). Many of the citiss that today ar= part of southemn France wers then captursd by the Muslim forces, and were meoovared
only aftsr a tough battle led by Charles Martal at Poitiers {slso kmown as the Battle of Tows) that took place in 732 If the
French troops had lost that battla, thare would have boon no other amy laft in Evrops to avert the MMuslim advanca. But
prophecy had indicated that Fome's apostate Christianity would be tormented, but not obliterated (Faav 9:5). A= hizigy shows,
tha Muslim: later sstumed to the area and ware abls to take control of many other cities during most of the Bth contury, until
they ware dafinitively driven out of Gaul by Charlsmamne towands the end of that cantury.
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The destructive role of the Islamic invasions (Rev 9:11)

FE = ABHBAET (9:11)

The fifth trompat stismatizes heaven 's judement of thiz era with the temm “Dhestrover.™ Thdiz is the charactsriztic highlishtad
by hiztorisne when thay try to sum up bow the Muslim armiss damasad the Enropesn civilization In fact, they asres that “the
riza of Islam should be considerad adestructive foroa.™
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Izlam mamasad to “zhatter™ all attempts to unie Fome and Constantinopls, and bacansa of thiz the goal of establizhing a
religions and political union under papal and imperisl leadership utterly failed. To thiz day, Evrope’s two eligions branches
{composad of the Easten Orthodox Chunch and the Wastam Fioman Catholic Chunch) remain saparata.
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Europs becams economically, politically, apd culturslly mimed, which contributed even moge to its dacline towards
meadizval obsourantizm. “For centuris: Evrops had mads no progress inlesaming, arts, or civilization. A moral and intsllacteal
parilysis had fillen upon Chrigendom™ e oo e e e .
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Butthat was not all. By means of theza two Mudim invasions, God punished the tyrants that made Hiz law vodd, and avengad
tha blood of the many martyrs that gave up thair lives to remain faithfil to the divine evalation. Thay suffarad “bacanza of the
word of God and the testimomy they had.. ™ (Fav §:0-11) Altwugh heaven's ultimate snd complete punishment of thess
oppresse izresarved fiog the very and of thiz wodld, the oppressiva smpire slready recaives ajudgment that thwartad its power and
avengad the blood of God's martyrs. The Lod iz here agsin sesn to act a3 the arbiter of human destiniss,
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CHAFTER VII
THE HUSLIN THREAT
TOTHEROLY ROMANENPIRE
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THE SIXTH TRURPET
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' F hen the Eastem Foman smparor raquestad the Turdizh sultan’s pamizzion to be cownad in 1449, he szzantislly

[ submittad to Islam. Az a result, the capital of that ancient empire was bound to 511, In fact, that iz how Fevelation’ s
| obzarver portrayad it in the zixth trompet when he zaid that tha fowr angals reprezenting the fowr sultans of the




Turkizh empire (Alappo, Ioonium, Diamasos, and Barhdad) ™ would be fiee to invads modom Babylon {the Apostate Church
of Wastam Fiome). Until then, the invading troops would be bound “at the great river Euphrates ™ 3 symbol usad to represant
the nations sustsining Foma’s powar (Fev 8:14; 17:15).
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Constantinops fell in the year 1453, and with ber 2 symbolic “third of mankind™ namsly, a third of the civilizstions
dizputing their dominion of the Maditerransan (Fav 9:15). Of the thiea powers—the Holy Foomsn Empite in the Wast, the
Muzlim Ottoman-Turdcizh Empirs, and the Byvzeantine Empire (Eastemn Foms)—only one dizsppesed. From that point on thers
would no longar be thres powars uling over the Maditemanean civilizations. Only Fome and Totksy would continoe to wisstla
with each other.
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Panic spread throushout all of Europe. The Eastem Foman bamicads that contsined the Izlamic hosdes for eight conturies
had now been breached. The dam had crembled in such a way that it waters would sasily flood sven Austria, threstsning to
glzo taks with them the entite westem civilization. Howsver, af that time leadsrs in Europs apoes, Anstria at first and then in
Gamany undar Charle: V' and hiz succeszorz who thouwght to unite the Europsan countriss.  Swch Catholic smpsrorz wana
unable to destroy the Protestant Feformation becauze they nesded the suppott of the Geman princes in ogder to face their
common snamy, the huslim empira.
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Heaven’s response from the golden altar Ex ) hBME (BE TR EEN
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The martyrs of the fifth 2=5] died under the ministry of Christ over the altar of the Holy Place “becanss of the word of God and
for the tastimony which thay had.. " (Fav §0-10). The expression “under the altsr™ was usad in Todsism to afsr to the altsr in
hegvan. Thoss martyrs preached the Word of God during the hiddls Age: when the Foman pontificats prohibied it. For that
reazon thay were persacutad and killad by the official church which had the complicit support of Evtopean princes and kings.
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e rezponds to the martyrs” outory by giving them peace dusing the time of their martvrdom . But He also respmded 0 their pleas with
the sixth trompat that has the ppoes of imitine the papsl power. Thanl= to this trompst, the Paiestants ware able to survive the temibla
persacution that Fooms unlsshed on them begimning in the 15th cantry {the pre-Faformers), and inio the 1§t cantry (the Bafomers
them:sehvas). That's exacty whyy the st trumpst one amain link: the divine juiement withthe goldn slter that isbafue God (Fav 9:13),
notyat with the stk ofthe covenant that madcs the “tims ofthe end” (Fuav 11: 197, “the howr [of fmal] judement™ (Fav 14:7)
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We find sinmilar examples of angels, both gond and evil, conmecied i santhly princes n several odher vicons of e Bible. Soe, for medance. |z
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Many reformers undarstond the sipnificance of the fifth and sixth trumpsts of Fevelation for their day:. Some modesm
historisns have aven suggested that Luther's protest in Wittenbare may never have tsken place had Constntinople not f&llan
undar the Ottomsn Turks.

WEHEHBEFESNTFACRAEFINAEAXITHERE. —ERAREEFEEIN N WRE
TETESFEAEFSTEENZ T, SEEEEEONENS I &RE.

In 1544, the grest raformer JTobn Calvin weed the emperor Charlss W oto delay the task of reforming the church (ffom the
Fooman Catholic perspactive) in ooder to dasl with the hMuslim threat if he indssd wantad toleave hiz “posterity zome Empira™
In hiz book, The Necessity of Reforming the Church, Calvin zaid: “Why do I spesk of poserity? Becanse aven now, while vour
own ayes bahold—it iz half bent, and tothers to its final min!™* For Calvin, it was clear that tha zo-callad Holy Foomsn Empira
was rapidly disintesrating.
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1_‘.&\;: in and again the immedists dastructionof all who dared to oppozs thameaisesto Rome appaarad inavitabla: but at tha oritical
momant the armiss of the Turk appasarsd on the sastern frontier, or the: king of Franca, or avan the pops himssHi jealous of the
incraazing graatnas of the amparar. mada war upon him: and thues, amid tha strife and tumult of nations. tha Reformation had baan
laft to strangthanand axtand.”
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Bepinning in the 15th contury, the Turdoizh hordes had speead throue-hout meet of the European continent. The apocal yptic
dezcription of the sixth trempst could not have reprazantad them any better. As the appstle wrote:  “The heads of tha horsaz

sunpowdar that was unheand of prior to the sacond Muslim military invasion. (Gunpowdar iz mads by mixing sulfiv [or
brimstons], charoosl, and potassivm niteats).
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n:12:11].1'.1.1!1‘1-& Saracen: of the fifth trempat, the Oitoman Twdzz fought with punpowdar that orignatad in Chiza Gunpowdar
was dlzo introduced to Widdle Eastern Ewrops around 1380 AD. This probably includad light artillery and maybe handsums.
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Constantinopls fall under the attack of cannon:. Opaning fire on April 12 [1453], the Ottomsn cannon(s] maintsined their
barrage for forty days, firing some 19 32X times {approx. 3,231 tons of shof). With only its 2acond ball the biggest cannon
brought down a fivefoot wida saction of wall.

" Traew and Trearbes |Grond Ropids, 1958, reprinded], |, 121-123
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The historicist interpester: during that tims of the Middle Agss could not doubt the historical fulfillment of the Islamic
invazsions Even the coloss of their horzemen's gamments were Clesrly anticipated by God. “The horse: and riders I s=aw in my
vizim lookad like this: Their bieastplate: ware fisry red, dark blue [zapphire], and yellow as sulfin’ (Fav 9:1 7). Thos= wae
axactly tha colors wom by the Tudsizh horzsman
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Thoz= passionata shout cavalry and zuits of armor wead throunghout hizsooy assure e that the Sipaff sventually bacama the
larmast of thesix divisions of the Ottoman cavalry. Their garments were axtremsly alsborate and opulent. It has beon zaid that
thay went to war dressad as if they were going to 3 wedding. Furthermods, on their dothing were highlishted the threa colorz
mantioned in Favelation accosding to contsmposary sowrces. The horzas' amor was composad of the zame colos, az well a=
“tha horzes” taile” “The prefermsd colors were scarlst, od, violst, dark blus, and preen ™

IERFREAETESREEREERFY ) ARIIEE REERF oo EE RS RAFEEES
ATE R ENSREESEENEN. T AR SIS FRTHEFEEEEnEL
—##. EEARTANEIREE SAEEREcSrEF RN =HEE. SHEFMSE"EET
FAERAAAECE . “FEAEERRTE. I8, &, EEENSES. ™

The ahility of God toze2 the fitura, a: r=vedlad in the book of Fevslation, continues to impress us when we alzo a2 that
avan the Great Babylon (the church of Fiome), tepresantad by a harlot, iz dapicted with putpla, scarlst, and precious stomes (Fav
17:24). Wa cannot miz thiz appcalyptic podtraysl whila looking at the picture: coming from the Vatican, with cardinals and
bizshops, even the pope himsalf dreszed with thoes coloss.

EnErRTREF0IE DFERRRAEAFERERIE FEIGME. SRNFIEMER
LEZEaafEaRELfe (Fole)  EREERLERE, RI& ABREITHREN (8 17124 .
FINEFEERXFEMARFA, CETHUMER], EERMEL ) EFRESEE, NTeEEE
BErEFRONER-

A similar projection for the fifth and sixth trumpets
BHhTHEAZSHEMZH

The fifth and sixth trumpsts of Favelation have many things in common Eoth highlisht ammiss of horsemen (Fav 2:7,17, 19,
The beavary of thess ammiss iz rapresantad wing the figure of 3 lion {v. B,17). Their amor iz also vividly portrayed in both
trumpsts, although specific colors are only mentioned in the sixth (v, 8,17). The scorpions (v. 3,10) and serpants (v. 19) z2sm to
reprazant their war tactic of “stinging” of “bitine™ when least expacted. The fact that in both trempets the soorpions and the
zarpants are commactad to horzas’ tails reinfosces the notion that their attacks were stratemic and unforesasn.
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G Gresh, Renelin ance Wk, Remalin anee Avmkes 8L 16508 “The dress of the Spalbis [or Sipakis] was rich in fhe extreme. Condemponaras
mention ¢lodh of both gold and siver, as well as scarked, viaked, dark bbee and green, with gobd embrosdery for the Spakis of e Pone ™ e Seven
Yeaws War Asiockton Sosmal, Jan 19594 {dedicated o the Criomarnsjc It dress of the Spakis was both cokorfal and rich. The prefered colors
were scarkd, red, viekt, dark bhee, amd green. Gobd and sibver fread was wsed extensively o bighlizght clothing. Boots were ofen dved welkm
Verbans were white with a red or perple central cap and hlack feathers
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The zimilarity of the fifth and sixth trempsts confirms the fact that both armiss must have come fom the zsme group of
peopla, regardless of their sthnic origin. Az a matier of fact, historians emphasize the similar tactics smployad by the two wavas
of Muslim sxpanszion into F.omsan territories. Lat’s cite san axampla:

EITAEATSHALUEESRT ERIERoSETA—FA, MEEREEEDMR. ¥xL,
AEEFEEERsy RIF LI ARERMMTAREEEARS. RI1FA—HIE:

“Apart from wvariations datermined by specific spatial. historical. and sodal conditions, the two waves of Mushm sspansion—tha
Arab from the seventh cantury. and the Turkish fowr cantunias later—araremarkably similar. Turks and Arabs wers mived togethsar
lika a singla paopls.’ kichasl tha Syrian commented._ The graat Arab and Turkish conquarors wsad the same miltany tacticsand the
sama policias of consolidating blamic power. This contimuiyresuitad from the fact that the conquaest took placs withim tha framavonk
of the common ideciogy of jihad and the admimsiraive and juridical agoaratus of the shar'a—a wuniformity that defies tima, sinca it
adapts itzalf to diverse lands and paoples baing integratad into tha inteérnal coherancs of a political theology.”
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In the book of Favalation, thare is no desipnated peried of time mentioned in years during which the tyranny of pazan Fome
(that caxsad the first tribulation) was to bacome mandifast. WNaither are dates reveslad to datemine the paried of time dasdignatad
for the four trompsts that consummated its f&5ll. Howsver, in m=gard to the papsl perzscution that cawssd the z=cond Fioman
tribulation, both Dandsl and Jobn project 1260 years {using the symbolic terminoloey of days). Should it surpriza us if the two
Muzlim invasions predictad by the fifth trempet azainet that oppeeszive power ware alzo allotted specific pariods of tima?
Conzidering the history of inerpretation, should it aleo astondsh us to oo that the date of five anousl months in the fifth trempet
iz conmectad with the next date providad for the judement of the sixth trompsat?
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Bome hiztoricist interpesters zeem confirsad when they coms acros: the figurs of 200 million huslim horzemen preparad to
conguer both the sastemn and westem parts of the still-standing Foman word. In ogdar to avodd such confision the number
should ke read in it originsl form: “twice ten thousand timss ten thowsand ™ Using similar terms, the prophet Dandsl and the
apostla Tobn both rafemed to the countlass nember of angels presant in the hagvenly cowrt (Dan 7:10; Fav 5:11). Only m=ely do
s0Mme inepestars translata that number literslly, bacanes thay racoenize itis refaming to 3 countles: nember of angals (“millioms
of millions™). The sams thing can be =aid of the impressive pumber of horssmen recruited by the Tuddizh Empire for four
canturiss, an ammy large snough to trouble the apostate Christisnity of the day.

—ERERLEEFEI TN (B s ANEFLEFR EREEI T SER FEERTE
WA, LR ER. A T B EREL EEREEMTFORI: "HEO-AEF-FTTAA" .
ERELENERSMSENBIX EXTHNAEFT ERRLUNAE (ET10E 510D . RPFRER
NFELHEE T, BEAENHoEEAETHERE ( “88707 ) . AFAFETLREHALE

EFEO-ELZUEEENREEE S\ NREN, EXRIE EUESNTENZWHEIER.

The time of judgment desiznated for the Ottoman Tarks
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Thete ar= two ways of translating the time frame of the sixth trumpst. Protestant ineqpdeters during the snd of the Middle
Apaz adopted both versions indiscriminataly. One of thess tranelation: undsrstond “the how™ a: as=farenca to the entire timaof
judement of the zixth trompat. Thue, “one [prophetic] day, one month, and one vear™ would towl 391 days (1 + 30 + 3600 Why
ware there only 350 days in a year? Bacanes that's how it was caloulated in ancisnt times a= sean in the Bible, 121 monthe of 30

“ M Ye'or, The decline of Easteon Clvisdanity snder fokam ... {Madison, 1996), 35
“Eve'or (EFFEERTEAERETSEED (Madison, 1996), 35



dayz each {with a leap month added every couple of yesrs). Since one day in prophecy iz equivalent to one year, the duration of
tima dasignated by God for the judgment of the sixth trempst had to match the 381 years.
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The other way of intarpeating the predicted time of Tudkish dominion takes “the howr™ a: symbolic prophetic time, which i=
aquivalant to15 davs in propottion to one year (if one day [24 hes] iz in prophecy sguivalent to 360 days, then ons hour leads to 15
dayzs). Looking at it this way, the duration of tims for the judemeant of the zixth trumpst would zpan 391 yearz, phes 15 mor= days.
Proestants indiztinctly adoptadons of the other inerpretation beginning in the later part of the hiddls Agss.
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During the 18th and early 19th centuries, the vast majority of Enropean and MNorth American historicists took the &1l of
Constmtinopls in 1453 a= the start of the tims pariod allocatsd for the sixnth trempst. Thersfora, the Nwslim harsssment was to
continue until the year 1844, However, in 1832, William hfiller and Jozish Litch, proposed linking the end of the five monthe of
tha zapond Islamic invasion a= fepresantad in the fifth trompat, with the 391 vears and 15 davs of Twkizh dominion and
aggraszion revealad in the sixth trempst. Az we have already zssn, thoss five monthe concuded when the last sastem smpsros
submittad to the authority of the Tutkish sultan. Seversl years in advanca, Miller and Litch were thus sbls to anticipate that the
Thutlcizh hostility towands tha high powarz of Entops would caasa when the sultan submittad to thoea powers.
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The historical avent that marked the baginning of the Ottomsn Empirs was Othman' s invasion of the temitory of Micomadia
on July 27, 1200 If wa add tha 301 vesr= plus 15 davs desipnatad for the sixth trempat to the 150 yesrs (five prophatic
monthe) of timea for the fifth trempat (3= dizoezzed abovs), weamive to Augustl], 1840, What happsned then?
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Lat's answar that quastion with the words of Ellen Whita, who was abla to witnass the preat change:s taking place during that
time peried. She mentions bow the fulfillment of this prophecy of the sixth trumpst impacted the Millerite movement that
balisvad the Losd would comea in 1844, when the 2300 days/vearz prophesiad by Dandal would ba fulfillad. By this tima, the
impreszive falling of matsors in 1833, which was the last of the atmospheric phenomens annpouncsd by Jesus mesrding the
imminenca of Hiz coming (Watt 24:20; Fev §:13), had alao recently contributed to the sharsd enthusizsm and conviction that
the coming of the Losd was at hand.
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“In tha paar 1840 another remarkable fulfilmant of prophecy sscited widespraad interact.. At the wary time spacified. Turkay.
through har ambazzadors. acoaptad tha protaction of the alied powsrs of Europa. and thus placad harslf undar tha control of
Chrictian nations. Tha awvant axacthy fulfillad the pradiction.”

HE—-NAOEE REHERARRAFSCIET HEAME - EEREENE tERETRNRE BF
TEHFERFRD, 24 B TERIRFHAEN-T. -

hJlora than a century later, modem hiztorians contioue to emphasize the significance of thos= events and what the submizzion
of the Turkizh sultan to Ewopean demands mesnt for the Muzlim wordd.* From that point on, Westemn powers bezan to
prazse [lamic countriss to modemiza, inaccordance with the Wastem principla: of govemment. In the pressnt-day, Izlamic
countriss continue to submit to the Westem power: undar the United Mations, an ocganization that sesks to defond bueman
rights.
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In 1840, the ora of Muslim predominance and hostility came to an end. What remaine iz just furions attempts by the most
radical ofhfuzlims who lieslly inverpest the laws of the Eorsn, but remain powerlsss to brask the shackls: modem civilization
has impoead on them.
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It iz gl=o pozzible to maintsin the dates suemestad by the majority of medieval Protestants conceming the durstion of the
sixnth trempst, fiom the &1 of ConsEntinople on May 29, 1453 until “the law of apostasy™ was includad in the constitution or
Turkizh Tanzimat on March 21, 1844. Since the characteristic of the sixth trempst would ba “to LT (Fev 9:15), that imposed
“law of apostasy™ could nothe overlooked. Such was the Tutkish povemment’s wealmes: during that time, that it was willing to
accapt the Wast's demands to shetain from killing apostata hlwslims comverting to Chriztianity whils contending with the strict
handliners who wantad to keap the Korsn enforcad. ™
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Dneting that zama vear, 1844, the zaventh trompst's “hour of judement™ was alzo schadulad to bagin {28 Fav 14:7). Whareas
the sixth trempst was linksd to tha sltsr in the Holy Placa of the hagvenly templs (Fav 9:13), the s=venth trempst would ba
fulfillad during the time comesponding to the opsning of the doeor to the Most Holy Place (Fav 11:19). Only then could the
claanzing of the heavenly templs snnouncad by the prophsat Dianisal be expactad; thiz act was to purify heaven from all the zine
of God's people that had been regizterad thers (Lav 16:16; Dan 8:14; Hab £:13),
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YR M. avideon, “lTanswal” m Eucvelopoedia of fdem  New Edidon (Brill, Lesden, J0p, X, 2010 "The vears [EOL1ETO were mdeed
revolstiorary in bringing Terkey and Forope mio close condacd and o farmshing condifions mnder which Farope began io exen bis mihsence
direcihe* “All [Brigmn, Awdri, Presi, ond Bssi phes Terkey] stgned dhe Convention for she Pacification of e Levant m (540 In s fashion,
the (rtioman Empine was first adoitted ndo fhe workings of the Faropean state system,” dhid, 203 kor more dedaiks, see AL K Tretver, The Seak and
e Trempets, 333-340
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“The rest of mankind who were not killed ™
“HERBH B RS

Az wa have sean, the “third of mankind™ that was to succumb during the imperial conflict of the Mediterranean had to do
with the extinction of the Eastem Fomsn Empire. Howevar, what would happen to the rest of mankind namaly, Wastam Foma?
What would happen to thoss that had not besn complstsly browght down during that judgment of God? Would they r=pant?
Would they comvert over to the Lord?
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Sadly, no. As a result of the fifth and zixth trompets, we o2 many disterbed and tormentad people, but they remained
unfepentant nonathalass. Fome continwad the idolatry Islam had condemned. Bhe iz assin 2ean acking to recovar her power to
continns the crimes that characterized her during tha Middle Amesz. All of the rsligious lias uzad to spleit paopla during the
Middle Ages carry on. Instead of identifiring herzslf a= tha “bride of the Lamb.™ her prostitntion with the leadsrs of the wodd
continues (Faw 9:20-21). God thus remains vindicated and justifisd to pour out the z=vanth and last trompet thiz time
spacifically over all of mankind.
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" he hour of judgment for the sixth trempst sopired on Auguest 11, 1840 or, according to the zliding scals principls
appliad to practically all prophetic dates, March 21, 1844 It iz then that we find a parenthaziz betwean the sixth and
zavanth trumpsats. Thizs parenthesiz showzan angal with alitle soroll who swears by the Creator that “there shouldba

[prophetic] time o longer!™ (Foaw 10:1-2,5-6, KTV). The timahad comea to open the prophetic soroll that Dandsl was told to seal
up. Everything partsining to the “tims of the end™ that Danisl could not understand (Dan 8:17,19, 26; 12:4-97, must now ba
mada clear. From that point on thers were to be no mote prophetic dates, and what Diandal estesmed to be an incomprsheneibla
mysery mu_ldmbau.u.dazmd ) )
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"But v tha daps whan the sevanth angal = about to sound his trumpst. the mystary: of oo’ wil Be accompished ust as ha
anncunced to his servant the prophet” {Rev 10T sesako Danll-4-9)
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Thea vizim of tha anzal opaning tha litfla 2ooll of the tima of tha end (that Dandal had to 225l up ovar two millannia amo),
announcad not enly the revelation of the propheatic mystery but slso the neamess of the seventh trumpst. It sleo foretold the
dizappointment that would mark the boginning of that judement. The angal n=as the apostls John a2 a way to highlisht what
balisvar: would go through when the indicated date camea to pasz. Ha instrocts him to eat thalitls prophstic soroll, which would
e swest in his mouth, but would alao tum his stomach sour (Fav 10:8-100.
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Hiztorical Fulfillment
731t i 0] L5,

William MMiller, 3 Baptist preaches in northeastem Unitad Stabes, bacama convincad that the sacond coming of Chrizt would
taks place om October 22, 1844, a date which be teok Som Sammsl 5. Snow, based on the dates given in Dan 3:14 for the
claanzing of the sanctuary of the new covenant. Howsvar, that sanctusry was the heavenly one with Christ Himsalf a= the
officiating High Priast {which bagan with Hiz ascenzion to heaven Em.d iz to continue until Hiz sscond coming). Az such, its
claanzing was also expactad to take place inhesven (Heb B:1-2; 9:27- E}Mm.aananfa]uﬂyrmtthsinﬂuldﬂm»‘etwipemn
the sinzof God's peopls from the booksof heaven (Dan 7:9-10,22; Hab 0:13; I=a 43:25-26; Jor 18:23; Acts 3:15-200%
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Unfortunately, hiller and hiz followers adopted a popular interpretation of the day that lacks biblical foundation In thosa
da':s.peaplebaheved that the “zanctuary™ was the asrth. Conssguantly, they daducad that the clesnsing of the sanctuary,
according to Dan B:14, would coincide with tha cdeanszing of the earth by fire after the sacond comins of Chrizt
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The dat= anticipated by Josigh Litch for the conclusion of the sixth trumpst s howr of judement was amaringly fulfilled, a=
wa have aleady zeen on Awegust 11, 1840, Thiz only strangthenad the Willarite movement to the point that mose than 10000
people joined it throughowt the Undted 5tates (otherz astimatad the number to ba closar to 50, 000). Aftsr dizcovering that the
2300 dayz/yoars boran at the same time as the s=venty anoual wesks of Dan 9:24-27 (which were amaringly fulfillsd with the
death and feswmaction of Cheizt in the yaar 317, thay daclarad that the expiration of that long time paricd would and on March
21, 1844,
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What'z intarasting iz that on that zame day, March 21, 1844, the Twkizh sultm wa: zigning the “law of apostasy.” That law
eszantislly endad the policy of killing every convert that apostatized from the BJuslim fEith (s Fev 9:15). Consaguently, it also
angdad the zixth trempet’s bour of judement. Howaver, the Wileritas dizcoversd that the comect date should ba Octobar 22
1844, and not March 21 In hiztory itis r=femed to az “the Great Dizappointment of 1844.7 In spite of that dizsppointment,

= hor dedaiks see AL Trenver, The Dav of Assesesnr and te Heavasly Sudpeeny chapier 3 The Ulovioss Fuldlmens of the Senciary (chapier
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projecied from Awstemn to Astemn. Todo dhis, e date for the ancient Day of Atonement had io be applied o e corrent vear, which for 1344 tenmed
ol b b Octiober 22 For dewils see AL Tredver, The dpocalipt Expecsaion of the Sy {2008}, 196
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many :Etamadtha.fﬁithmthe:, realized that Christ's disciples had zimilsr experience: when going throush the
of the croes in tha wear 31.
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The great dizappointment of 1844 akin to 31 AD
1844 SFZUTA 70 31 FATAKE

The experience of “eating™ Diandsl 'z litle prophetic soroll concerning “the time of the end™ was akin to what the apostls John
glzo had falt in hiz stomach. During the first coantry, many peopla balisved that the hlaszish would taks over the kingdom of
old Jemmzalem and thay interpested that this event was imminent. Their balieft ware strensthened when they saw Jesus enter
Jeruzalam with the multinda: praizing Hiz nama, a: prophecy had indicated. But instead of rizing to the thione of David, thay
==w Him di= on the croes of Calvary.

“" EUERT AT MEETENERSUTEENNERH TEMNSRIMN. E5—HE, ws AHfiE
FELHETEREEAA=E, RIEEEE—FFEER®. SRIWE ENTESMEIIE, FEa) T
B, A B=He, RNRAETRETNE. ERiIRIFEETE ERINES, FeREFEREa =
B,

Did tha dizciplas losa their faith bacanza of the dizappointment they sxpariencad? At first it appasrad z0. On= of the dizciplas
committed swicida (Matt 27:5). From the stoqy of the poepals we read the diztress of the other dizciples: “we had hopad that he
was the on2 who waz going to fedsam Isrsal™ (Luks 24:18-21). But soon their hearts were warmsad assin when Jasus
encourazed their faith by better axplaining the prophacies that had to do with His first coming {v. 30-32). Thus, justliks the first
dizappointment of the coe: halpad them better undarstand Christ’s mizsion for that time, the dizsppointment of 1844 was to
halp thosa exparisncing it to battar undarstand the universal mizsion God had plannad for Hizs church. They ware to announcs to
the antire wodld the seventh trompat s “hour of judement™ (Fev 11:15,18; 14:7)
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“Thean | was told. “You mus prophesy dgain abowut many peopkes. nations. languages and kings™ (Rav 10:11). “The sevanth amgal
zoundad his trumpst, and thars wars lowd woicas in haawen which =aid: *_ the time has coma for judging the dead [zes Hab 9-27].
arned for rewarding your servants the prophet=._.. and for dastroying those who destroy the sarth”™ {Rav 11:15-18] “Than | =aw anothar
angal Thying in midair, and hes had the sternal gospal to prodaim to those wha ive on the sarth—to ewery nation, tribs. languags and
peopk. Ha said in a lowd voics, “Fear Zod and give him glory, becauzs tha hour of his judgmant has coma Worship him who mads
tha heavans tha sarth, tha saa. and tha springs of watsr” {Rav 146-T).

FE EXER) AR GeEEER. £E. £7. SEEEES. (Ao o CEEERERS R
LHARFEFR- - FARANRRLE TIERE 7). R AGRaiGEtE. RSN EGE T . fiF
PRI R L MFERSRE T, - (H11a5-18) . BRERLFHREFWEED H3ERNESEESAEH
LRA BESE. &% &70. &5, RS EEHELT FEMOS! BiETEARMREERT
EEHERERENLAREN. - (A 1as-7)

Bafoqe the oooes, the dizciples preached that “the tima has comea. .| the kingdom of God ha: come near. Fuapant and baliava
the good news!™ (Wadk 1:135). After the cross they maintsined that faith, a: sssm in the apostla Panl's word: when he zaid:
“But when the ==t time had fully come, God zent hiz Son™ (Gal 4:4). Thiz wa: a r=ference to the prophecy of Dan © that
indicated the date of Christ's first coming.
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Bafoe the glorious expectation of 1844, the Millerite: preached a similar messama: “the tima of the end™ has come (Dan
B:17.19; 12:49). This iz the zama messags Adventizt have continwed to preach to the wodld after that data but with sven mope
enargy when we battar undarstond averything it invobred. The mezzama that iz to ba preachead to the entise world zince that tima
iz: “The hour of Hiz judrment ha: coma™ (Fav 14: 7). “The tims has come for judsing the dead and for rewarding your servants
tha prophats” (B 11:18).
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The dissppointment of the cress was preceded by atrivmphsl entry inte Jersalem  with the proclamation “blessad iz he who
comeas in the namea of tha Logd!™ (Matt 21:9). The dizappointmsant of 1844 was pracadad by powerful preaching that zaid: “Hana
[comesz] the bridesroom! Come out to mest him!™ (MMatt 25:6). Meither of thess two dizsppointments prevented thosa
axparioncing  them fom soding out to the whole wodld to give the good news:, avan though they did lead to temporany
dizsppointments. Whersas the prasent truth of the dizciples during the first contury emphasizad the oross, now the presant truth
of the 19th century was to emphasize the judement and the coming of the Crucified Losd. The “time of the end™ had bagun (Dan
12:4.7; Fav 10:6-T).
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The meszage that was to be preached to the entire world

FEettRIER

Ot of the hillerits movemsant smargad the Seventh-day Adventizt Church. Thiz church spans the entise globs and continuss
to preach themeszames that prophetically spesking, ware to be taken to the ands of the earth bafose the Lord's sacond coming.
Among those meszamas iz the one announced by Diandsl for that time, that of the claan=ing of the new covenant zanctueary (Dan
8:14). That sanctusry inausuratad by the Lodd was in beaven (Heb B:1-2), and this time was to be deanead not with the blood of
earthly sacrifices, but withthe blood of ChristHimzalf({Hsb £:11-12.23)

CEASTEITRETEWNRRIE 0. BrHeBTER FREFFEROES, BNEAE
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If we pay close aftention to the datails of the sixth trumpst, wa willzes that “the hous” of that judement was presanted in the
context of the “goldan altsr™ that iz in the Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary (Foav ©:15). In contrast, the ssventh trompsat’s
“hour of judgment™ was to be proclaimsd inthe content of the opsning of the “hlost Holy Placa,™ becansa thiz place had the
Pposa of ravealing the “ak EfﬂlE covenant™ contsining the tenomn;ns_nd:mgummev 11:19; 14:."._151; 22 ll:l:TJ. _
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In the earthly sanctuary, the apnusl cesnsing of the sanctusry fiom all of the confeszad zins that were feristarsd there
throughout the vesr ooomwed swactly when that doos to the Most Holy Placs wa: opemad (Lav 16:16-19300 The daily
remistering of confeszed sime wa: dome by mesns of the blopd payment of a substitute victim offered up for that zin (Ex
18:14b36: “the bull of sir" or literslly “to make sn"; “it’s a sin™; Lav 5:15; §:8-7 [5:5-6]; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 13:11: literally “the
blood of #in” or “r=farent to zin™). Whils God cleanzad the conscisnces of the repenting sinners every day (Lav 4:35; Hsb 8:14),

= Inkan 124- 12 of. 7228, “ghe fime of the end” hegan at the and of the persecwtion of the saints that was hiorcally proved io end in 1795 Sae A
Iretver, M Seals and the Drampes, 890115 In Dan £:04.1 7,09, “he fime of fhe end” & abo conmecied io the end of the 2 300 daysyvears fhai began
m 1544 |mother words, dhe date 1544 forms part of the beginming of “the time of the end
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at theend of the year Hizs templa (tepresenting His mawme and character) was tobe symbolically cesnead from all the zins the
sanctusry had taken upon itsalf (Lav 16:16-19; Hab £:23).%
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In ancient Ierasl, the day in which the cleansing of the sanctusry took place in the MMost Holy Place wa: Imown a= the Diay of
Atonement. It was a day of judement, becanse if there were people unwilling to deny themsslve: and participats in the spirit of
that day by invdking the cleansing blood that was baing taken to the Most Holy Place, they wara to ba cut off fom among the
peopla (Lev 23:20-30). Thiz iz why the soventh trempet links the judement prior to the coming of Christ and the posseszion of
the kingdom (Dan 7:22) with the opening of the Mot Holy Place (Foev 11:18-15).

EEFUES. EEZRFRETHESEZNOTEFAREH. ZE—FAHEF DEFLL
PELD. AARECHISFI EINRETES 0. Six— A eiEw T i, DL ENRVEFEEF
23:2030) - EMESTLELTSHENIENERSE (ET2D 2 WA FASEEZNT (B
11:18-19) BREER.

But the saventh trompat was alzo to announce the moment in which the Lamb was to assume the kinsdom of this wodd with
Hiz Father Also, bacanzs the capital of the npew wodd will be the New Jamsalem (that will descend from besven [Fav 21-217),
that moment impliss that Ha will slao ba cowned kingof that city.™

EEE LY SHER T EFSHR A REERF THEHCEI®. dEFFERN TS EFT
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In fact, it was tha alders who were assigned the responsibdlity of anodnting the kings of ancient Izras] {2 Sam 5:3), and who
datermined who could entar the city and dwsll init (Josh 20:4). That iz why in the s=vanth trumpet the “alders™ (symbolically
reprazanting the heavenly court) concluds by zaving: “Wa give thanks to vou, Losd God Almishty . . . bacanza you have taken
vour great powel and have besun to reipn.™ In the mesntime, lond vodces in heaven are heand saying: “The kingdom of the
world ha: bacomes the kingdom of our Losd and of hiz M=szish [the Ancined], and he will szign for aver and sver™ (Fav
11:15-17). It is they who proclsim Him a= the sscond David when Ha recaives the book of inheritance or covenant that was
givan to kings on the day they ware cowned (Foav 5:8-10; 222 slso Deut 17:18-19; 2 Kingz 11:12)
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At the insumation of the Christian era the Son of God zeated Himsalf on a “throne of [prisstly] srace ™ acconding to the
coder of Malchizadak, as prophesized by David and Zacherish (Pealm 110:1.4; Zach 6:13; 222 Heb 7). At the end of that prisstly
Lkingdom our Logd will zeat Himszalf asain thiz time on a “throne of glogy™ (Matt 25:31-32). Thiz iz when Ha testore: and
forever more aszumes His lsadership of His kingdom over the Mew Jemuzalem according to the osder of David (Acts 1:6-T).
Jesuz represented this finsl event with the parshle of the ton mins: in which He gives the impreszion of going far away to
racaive a kingdom bafore coming back (Luks 19:12.15). Ha also reprazantad this with mose than ons wedding parabla, in which
Ha projected the Father mamying Hiz 5on withthe heavenly city (Matt 22:1-14; 25:1-13).
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Izn't thi= 3 wondarful moepal? “Lat us r=jodice and be glad and give him glogy! For the wedding of the Lamb ha: coma, and
his bride ha: mads horzalf ready. Finelinen, bright and clean, was given her to wear, [as] fine linen stands for the righteous acts
of God's holy paopla”™ (Faw 19:7-8)
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Of courza the Father will not coown Hiz Son king of an empiy city! That's why a previous investiggtive judrment was
neceszary 20 that the Son, slong with Hiz Father snd the heavenly cowrt, could determine who would be “worthy™ of stemal life
in that city (Fav 3:5,12; 14:5; 21:17; =22 also Lav 16:30). Thiz iz also revealed in other apocalyptic vizions, whera the “Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the Fioot of David™ receives the book that bestows upon Him the gualifications of a king.” With the singng
of the four living creature: and the 24 alders, He is praized for havine redeemed the heirs of the stemal kingdom with Hiz blood
(P 5:1-13)

SHANARERETATEL T | ERNEATANANNRAEFALL R4, EEEITSHOR
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“As | bodved. thronsas wans =t inplas. and the: Ancentof Days took hi ssat He dothing was &5 white &z snow: the hair of hic head was white
lila wool Hes throng was flaming with fira,and i whegks wars all ablaza. A rivar of fire was flowing. coming owt from bafore him. Thousands upan
thowsands a tendad himm: tem thowsand timas n thousa nd siood bafore him. The court was seated and the bools ware opanaed ”

HNE. DAEGEYT. FLefEmREd, RRRESOE. LFEnEnRS. =ETE. ERNTLL. RanThR
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“In my vigion at night | looked, and thes bafor me waz ong like a zon of man. coming with the clouds of haavan. Ha approached the
Anciant of Dayz and waxs ked into hiz pracenca. Ha: was given authonity. ghory and sowsign powar; all nations and paoples of awary languags
weorshiped him. Hiz dominion i anewsdasting dominion that will ot pass away, and his kingdom i one tha twill navar ba dactroyad .~
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“Thea Anciant of Days cama and pronouncd judgmant in fawor [or “to the =aint=” acoording to tha KW] of tha haly paopla of tha
Kozt High, and the tima cama whan thay poszaczed tha kingdom . But tha cowrt will it than the soversignty. powsr and graainem
of all tha kingdoms= undar hagwan will ba hamdad owar to tha holy peopla of tha kMot High. Hiz kingdom will ba an awarlating
kinegdom., and all rulars will worchip and obay him®™ {Dan 7:8-1013-1427 2627}
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The announcing of the zeventh trumpet’s judgment
SfhE s HR
In one= of our previons chapters wa saw that the trempats can r=fer to 3 waming and admondtion (Jz3 58:1;Eza 33), as wall az
the exscution of such 3 waming by means of armiss podzad to camy its messama (Jor 51:27). That was thacaze for the oppressive
kingdoms of Aszyria and Babylon{Jar 50:18).
LR EERS, RNTESETLURFEFSTEE (|8 L:E 30, UERTRTEEESN
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U brom bivhical evidence amd dhe confimration of e Spird of Prophecy, | see m Bevelation 4 ond 3 ghe final beavenby comnl of pedgmen
reviewing fhe seak fhal were affived wo fhe book of the bw dhrosghost the centaries. The fedgments of e tnempets areako reviewed ai his time, as
hey provide the evidence of how God falfilled His prosise of protecting His peopile. Those tnampets, reviewed in the beavenly sancisary af the end,
jestify Ciod before he wniverss io powr oml the e seven plgees. For fonber sedy, see my former books e Seali and the Dumpes ond The

Apocalypie Expecations of the Sanetary
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Similarly, for the seventh trempst, God raizes up a people to give a definite meszams to the world. They are to wam the
wodld about the judement that has slready bagun in heaven and that the Lord will 2o0n exacute the decizion of the hegvenly
court. Thos= maszamas are full of 2igne that announca the and itzalf They ars found spanningmany paszass: of the Bibla.
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An in-dapth study of the “tima of the snd™ {8 8:17 #5;11:35 = 7,40 7 T;12:4 =F,0 = mentionad by Danial iz well
bevond the zcope of this small book. The larsa thoolorical dimension that has emargad (zince the anpsal of Fav 10 opanead the
zadlad prophecy for thosa livine in the soventh trempst to better undarstand) would ba very difficult to cover ina fow pamas.
However, the prophatic lezacy of the trumpsts we a: Adventists have received fiom Protestantism iz amaring. It was officially
adoptad by owr church in 1248, during a comvention of Adventist Biblical Confarences. It was reiterated in 1283 durinzg a
Genaral Confarsnce ssszion, whers a committes was named for that very purpoes, and who gave a=port at the end of that
zozzion. At the comclusion of that sosziom, that interpretation was declared foundationsl for the prophetic faith of the
Sevanth-day Adventist Chunch.
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Otthar (General Confsrence zazzions in 1901, 1903, 1905, and 1941 emphazizad in their meszass: and confarence: many
aspects relating to the realify that we are living in that finsl phase of prophecy.” The dates of 1833 (the meteor shower),
Angnst 11, 1840 (Tudoey s submizzion to the High Porars of Emops), and Octobar 22, 1844 {the dizappodntment of Fav 10,
=nd the beginning of the saventh trompet with Jasuws’ ministry in the hMost Holy Placs) were considerad in such conferences to
be “Landmarks in Adwventist hisioay "™ In 1990 the Danisl and Fevelation Commites nominatad by the Biblicsl Foessarch
Instituta of the General Conference confirmad the historicist interpestation of the trompets, vat did not publizh a papsr desling
with the historical fulfillment.
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The Lord’s army in the seventh trumpet
Foad [ =]
HE XS P ErEER
For thee to be war thare neads to be at least two opposing parties, and there neads to be indirnation. That is exactly the
zituation 2aom in the and, in the saventh trempst. Thate iz a cdlash batwesn the “wrath of God™ and “the wiath of the nations”
(P 11:18). Tha devil iz s2en snraming the nation: agsinst God and Hiz peopls (Fav 16:153-14), “becanze he Imows that hiz
tima iz shoet” (Foav 12:1217). Then the Logd will 23y emourh iz snough—it iz time to resous Wy feithfil loval followers. He
will no longer hold back Hiz mercifol hand. God's paople the word over hava zsttlad themzslvas inin the truth naver azsin to ba
moved™ (od permits Satan to do what malipnant evil will do unrestrained (Foev 7:1-3).™ The “preat day of the wrath
[dizplassura] of the Lamb™ has come (Foav §:16-17). Thiz wrath {God lifting Hiz restrsining hand on 5atan) is consummatad
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with the saven last plasmes that 511 on the nations sathersd tossther to wass war against the Lood (Fuev 16; 19:19). Thiz iz when
“itha battla on the grest day of God Almighty™ takes placa (Rav 16:14,16).
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*| =3 haavan opaned: and behold, 3 white horzs, and Ha who sat uponit & called Fathfuland Trus and i ighteouwsTes He judes.2nd
wagas war And He syes am a femaof fire, and upon His head 2 many disdem= and Hs has a nama writban wpon Him which no ans
krvoevs sscapt Himeafif And He sclothed witha robs dippad in blood: and Hiznams & called The Word of God. And the anmvas which ane i
hazven dothed infine linen, white 2nd dlean, waera fallowing Him on whits horsee. And from He mowth comae 2 shap swond so thatuith &
Ha maysmie the naions 2nd’ He will rw'e them with @ rod’ of inom and Ha traads the wing pracs of the fiene wrath of God the Almight,. And
on Hisrobs and on His thigh He hasa name writien, ¥ING OF KINGE ANDLORDOF LORDE (Rew 15:11-18)

“RBEE, LEFT. §-ERLS. FESLRBEAREAR. A5 S ARESAN. BRRERERE. Bx
FHEWEEE (FATRHEENGT BTHRACETAME. AFERTOANRE: aNaEy tFxE &
FLHAFHESE FEEER ZaRE BEt. Al ROEE TLNFANE #258EEE #
EETEN) fbf] HERTE - TAINER. CRRETARCEESER-AEZE, AEZE. A
19:11- 16}

Thacs [tha nations of the world gatharsd for the battls] will wags war againzt tha Lamb, and tha Lamb will overcoms tham,
bacawrs Ha iz Lord of kords and King of kings. and thoss wha ara with Him 2ra tha called and chozan and faithful’ {Rav 17-141
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*l =aw tha baact [tha antichrist] and the kings of the sarth and thair armisz. a=emblaed to maks war against Him who sat upon the
horsa. and againzt His army. And the beawt waszzaizad. and with him tha falss prophat who parformad tha igns in his prazanca. by
wihich ha dacsivad thooewho had recaived the mark of thabsast and those who worshipad his imags: thass two wars thrown alive
into thalaks of firs which burns with brim=tona. And the restwars killed with tha sword which cama from the mouth of Him who =at
upon tha horse, and all the birds wara filled with thair flach” (Rew 19:13-21]
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“Thean thazign of tha Sonof kan will appaar in the sy, and than all the tribas of tha aarth will mowm, and thay will e tha Son of
tam coming on tha dlowds of the sky with powsr and greatglony. And Sa wil sand forth A angals with 2 graat trovmoe and theay will
gathar togather Hiz alact from tha four winds. from one and of tha shy to thaothar” | Matt 24:30-317
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“For tha Lord Himzalf will dazoand from haawan with a showt. with tha woica of #ha archangal. and with the trumpat of Godf and thea
dead in Chirist shall rise first” {1 Thass 4:16,.
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“Bahold, | tall you a myztery: we chall not all slesp. but we chall all be changad. ina momant, in tha teinkding of an aye. 2¢ the @
trumoax: for tha trumpat will ound, and the daad will ba raized imparehabla. and wa chall ba chamgad. For this parichabls muet put
on the imparichabla. and thic mortal must put on immortality. But whan thic parishable will hawe put on the imparizhabla. and thiz
mortal will hawe put on immaortality, than will com e about thaesaying that & writtan, “Daath i swallowssd wp in victory. 0 daath, whana
&= your victory? O daath, whars & your sting? The sting of daath i sin and the powar of sin ic tha law: but thanks ba to God. who
givwas ue thawvictory throwgh owr Lord Jaswe Chiist. Tharafora, my balowad brathran, ba steaadfzt immovabla. akways 2 bownding in tha
ok of tha Lord, knorwing tha tyour toil i not &1 vainin tha Lord ™ {1 Cor 1531 -58).
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o hen God mada acovenant with Abrshem and then with hiz dascendents just outzids the promizad land, Ha promizad

| to guard and protect Hiz people fom the empires that would come to destroy them (Gen 12:3; Deut 28-30). But now

. aftar thayaar 34 of our era God no lonzer addreszad the Jewizh nation a= swch, but rathar the Church that was to b

composad of both Jews and converted pasans (ze2 Dan 9:24; Acts 9:15; Fav 1-3; meszama to the churches of Asig). Thus, what

remainad to ba revealad was how God would protact His church not only fom the Foman Empire, but al:o fom the anticheist

that would coms in the fiturs and seat himsslf over the Fomsn church a: an impostor. This was detailad in the book of

Pavalation with a description of judrments announcad by the sound of trompsts, which would be consummated in the end with
tha savan last plasess (Fav B-0; 11; 148).
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Fuome is the last empire described by the prophecies of the prophet Diandal. It iz a cruel kingdom that persscutes the people of
God. It produces the “shomination that cansss desolation™ during its second phasa, and sasks to remove fom the earth the trus
Princa’s begvenly mindstry (Dan 8:11-13; 11:31; 12:11).7 In Ravelation, Fome iz alzo the objact of God's judzments, and iz
reprazanted by the great city of Babylon. It is about an oppressive kingdom becanse Jobn latsr 2ees it “drunk with the blood of
God’ 2 holy people™ and of thoss who had the testimony of Jasws (Fuaw 17:8). It i not sbout an stemal city, but about a city that
will ba complataly destroved by God at the end of the wodld for having persaoutad His people (Fev 16-19). The judements God
pradictad arsinst her throushout the canturiss imvobee calls to war that cartsin invading armiss carriad out agsinst her. This was
allowad in oodar to prevent ber from acquiring complete and undiversal dominion.
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The history of Foome iz the hizindy of emperors and succeadine popes. Among the things that stand out in thiz history are the
crosses and the beasts gff Roman circuses that cansad the first Christisn tribulation. The Biarbarian invasion: from the 1stto the 5th
canturiss did away with that horrendous sosnario, just like God had anticipated in the st four rriompers (Foav B). However, thoss
invazions gave riza to the Fioman-papsl shomination that was carried out later, when the papacy formed an allisnce with those
invading kingioms. Itz preaching azzontially bacams the following “thare iz onlyons God, and the popa iz kizvicar™
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The pasan persacution of Christisn: endad with the Barberian invasions, and was then followed by the tribulafion cansad by the
Fioman bizshops™ Thiz sbusa was arsinst those who tejectad the authority of the popses, refising to balisve that Foms had truby
convertad to the moepel meszsama Among the things that stand out in thiz history are the fartires and the maive bumings at the
stabe withwhich the antichrist zought to maintsinhiz political and religiouw supremacy. The only invasions suffered by Fome durine
all of that tims of papal predominance ware those carried out by the Melims: (fom the Tth to 19th conturias), described by the
Selowing fwoe rmempets (Fev 0. However, those invasions sirmitaneowsdy gave riza to the estshlishment of the Mudim mlirion in
tha aast whoes preaching was essantially the following: “thare is only one God, and hohsmmeadiz hiz prophst ™
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Towards the end of the Middle Age: two movemsnts smargad that would bring daliverance. They ware the Protastant and
zapular waves which eszentislly endad the political awthority of the Foman popes. Thess two influsnce: had to do with
r=volutions produced within Christian Eurepe and witiin the temporary dominion of Western Rome, which then zpesad to the
entipe word. Thiz is in contrast to the trompet call: of Fevelation which, just like in ancient times, had to do with imading
armies that undermined weakenad, and destroved the oppreszive empire from the oirside (222 Jar 51:17-28).
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Evmeans of the Proestant and secular deliversnce, God openad the way fior the fins] preaching of the “stemal mospal ™ (Fav 14:5).
It was in that contet that the Adventist Chirch wa: bom. Its mission has involved and will continee to involve the eestoation of
divina truth. Itz preaching szzantially consists of the following: “thers iz only one God, and Christ, Hiz Son, iz our Lood and owr High
Priozt ™ This implies a rejection of thoes who peetend tobe Hiz vicars in Faomea. It slso implies the exalation of the Word of God that
tastifies ahout the Father and owr Logd (Jobn 5:30; Fav 1:9). In zhoet, the Adventist Church was bom to announce the divine
Cofnaiszion rexarding the fingl judement that is to be consemmaied in the seventh trempet (Fay 10; 11:15-1%; 14:6-12).
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Thea last trompat involves the proclamation of the comine judement of God {222 I=a 58:1) that iz consvmmatad when the
heavenly amy invades the nations of the sarth (Mlatt 24:30-31; 1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thes= 4:14). Thus, rhis friowpel encompases
pracrically e entine time gfthe end " Thiz iz the time when the “mystery of God” iz to be “accomplished™ (Fav 10:7). Itiz also
tha time when the nations are zson concentrating thair last affort: on the oeation of a woddwida empite (Fav 16:15-14). Thaza
nations are sbls to unit becanzs of their exaltation of the “imass of the beast.™ Practically spesking. this leads to the restoration of
the unitad political and clerical sysem of the hliddls Ags: along with all ofits inilerance (Faw 13:12-17; 17:12-14). The nations
intend to comea togsther undar thiz renewed sysem of govemment, which restorss the old and univerzal Holy Foman Empirs.
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* Althowsh pagan pereecution decrased follovwing the nonvinal comversion of Corstantine., several gecceeding emperors were fagan and began o
persecmie Chrisfians once again. Even Chridian empenors continmed fhe we of pagan tiles and ceremomes when exenc g ther amthoriy. 1§ was ool
i | e emnpenons were mproctsd from Rome ad fhe o krance of the pagan system came &0 an end
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The zavanth trempet alzo coincides with the appesrance of the Son of Man befors His Father in the Mest Holy Place of the

heavenly :anctuary, where Chrizst rapeives the kingdoms of thiz word and vindicates tha zaints (Flav 11:15-1%9; compar= with

4 and 5; Dan 7:9-10,13-14). The hesling of the beasrs fatsl wound also takes placs during thiz time (Rev
13:3-10.12.14). A= wa zaw, thiz laad: to a clazsh betwesn the wrath of God and the wrath of the nations that iz callad
Armamaddon (Fav 11:18; 16:12-16; compars with Dan 11:4445; Fav 17:14; 19:11-21).
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Diear frisnd, wa a2 living in the time of the greatest apocalyptic axpactation. Paople in every country on earth are chopsing
to ba sither wheat or tarss in the Graat Harvsst (Matt. 13;24-30; 3643). The vindication of God’s charactsr iz sbout to be
proclaimed befiore the entire universa (Fav 15:3.4; 16:7; 19:2). A preat foast in the house of our Father awaits us (Fev. 19:7-8)
Iz thiz notenough to axcits our hearts withthe good news of the averlasting goepal 7 (Faw 14:8).
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Lat's prepare for the coming of the Logd!
R EHEREFEE!
“Aman. Come, Lord JasusT (Rav 22:20).
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